Liss Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Skatebowl Sub-Committee 2nd November 2010

In attendance: Cllrs Baker, Duckham, Halstead, Mayo & P Payne.

Apologies: Cllrs Budden, Linsley, Logan, Mann & Mullenger.

Election of Chairman

Cllr Duckham asked Cllr P Payne if he was prepared stand as Chairman & Cllr Payne replied that he was.

The Clerk said that there was a perception that Cllr Payne, as project leader, could be seen to be leading the committee in its decisions. Cllr Payne said that he was aware that the Chairman of the Council was of that opinion but not of any others. Cllr Halstead said that she had received similar comments from various people. It was agreed that the appointment of Cllr Payne would provide continuity on the project.

Cllr P Payne, nominated by Cllr Mayo & seconded by Cllr Baker, was duly elected as Chairman.

Terms of reference

It was agreed that the terms of reference for the committee were as per the wording of the motion passed at Council on 18th October. These were:

“This Council resolves to task a skate facility sub-committee made up of Parish Councillors to perform an investigation into the practicality of siting a skatebowl on West Liss recreation ground at a position suggested by some residents. This location is approximately the midpoint of the recreation ground, behind the football pitch. This council also resolves to similarly investigate a site proposed by ex-Councillor Mr Russell on the EHDC owned land adjacent to Woodbourne Close in Mill Road & any other sites proposed by the public before the end of November 2010. This motion is in line with the Council’s decisions to provide a skatebowl/bmx facility within Liss. A feasibility report to be provided to the next Council meeting.”

It was recognised that the existence of the committee would terminate following its report to Council.

Overview of possible sites:

West Liss recreation ground

Cllr Payne showed a map of the proposed site & explained that it would require a reduction in width of the football pitch. Initial investigations suggested that there would be no problems caused by the root systems of the TPO covered oak trees. It was agreed that EHDC’s arboriculture officer be consulted on this matter. It was also explained that the site would require a drainage system that ran on to the EHDC parcel of land adjoining West Liss rec. Members considered the site to be a viable option.

Mill Road

The map of detailing three possible sites on the EHDC owned land revealed that at no position was a site more than 30metres from housing. It was also considered that drainage issues would be difficult to overcome. Members agree that these issues made the site unviable.

Liss Forest recreation ground

It was agreed that no siting would be less than 30metres from housing & also that drainage problems on the field made the site unviable.

Riverside Walk 

This site had been suggested in the past by some residents.

Members felt that the site was inappropriate due to a conflict with the Council’s ongoing project to enhance this designated local nature reserve. Additionally there were  potential policing problems due to its hidden siting & also potential H & S risks posed by the proximity of the river, railway line & power installation.

NCPF on LPC land adjacent to the tennis court 

The site, previously proposed by public & council, was considered as a potentially viable site but it was recognised that NCPF Trust agreement would be necessary unless the site was remodelled so as not to overlap their land.

Land at Brows Farm

Cllr Payne reported that he had held informal discussion with the landowner & reported that there was a negative response to an approach to rent land in or around the barn area.

It was agreed that a past option of renting land on the west of Farnham Road could be investigated. The original objection from EHDC that it would encroach on views from the Hangars could be invalid as the design was now below ground & strategic planting could conceal the bowl.

There was also a potential site on Brows farm land at an unused field adjacent to the sewage works.

It was agreed that fresh dialogue with the landowner should take place.

Land at Rake Village Hall

Members felt that the site, owned by RVH Management Committee was too far from the village to provide a useful amenity for village residents.

Land to the rear of the Spread Eagle

It was understood that land to the rear of the existing play area was a possibility but was in the control of Punch Taverns.

Land at Liss Cricket Club

It was believed that the activity would clash with the existing use & that the Cricket Club, who own the 

land, would not be likely to permit such a development. The existing security arrangements would not be compatible with skatebowl usage.

Hilliers owned land

It was agreed to write again to Hilliers to see if they had a small parcel of land that they were willing to let or sell to LPC for the project.

Issues to be investigated

It was recognised that, at present, the West Liss rec. Site offered the most viable option & the following matters were discussed:

Position of site

This had been covered in the maps tabled; however, it was recognised that the site would require marking out in order to obtain correct advice from third parties where necessary.

Distances from housing

As above.

Ownership/status of sites

Ownership was in LPC hands & the field is a registered village green.

Noise evaluation

At this stage it was felt that the informal research undertaken by LPC Members was all that was necessary. The readings had provided a high ambient noise level produced by traffic on Station Road & the A3.

Visibility for policing

It was agreed that the sight had the advantage of being visible from passing police patrol cars as well as the benefit of shared usage that would be able to keep an eye on the site.

Sub soil & drainage

The site was about some .75m higher than the previous West Liss site considered & was felt to present fewer construction issues.

Action: Clerk to approach EHDC on drainage to adjacent field. Cllr Payne to consult contractor informally to ascertain if they thought there were any issues.

Cost

No actions required as yet.

Trees & leaf issues

It was agreed that EHDC tree officer be consulted. It was felt that there were no major issues on leaf fall as the predominant winds would take leaves away from the site.

Action: Clerk to contact EHDC

Fencing

It was agreed that a post & rail rustic fence with wire mesh was necessary to stop ingress of leaves, dogs, toddlers & footballers.

Access from roads & across field & parking

It was agreed that there were no parking issues or access to the field from the village. It was recognised that an access path across the field may be necessary; this could be a path made from chippings rather than tarmac.

Toilets

It was thought that access to the pavilion toilets might be possible; however, it was recognised that many recreation areas had no facilities.

Bye Laws

There are none in existence.

Groundsman

The groundsman would not be available for daily inspection.

Potential legal action

It was recognised that there was a possibility of action being taken by residents.

Police opinion

It was agreed that an opinion be sought on this & other sites considered.

Action: Clerk to contact authority.

Spoil

It was proposed that spoil from the site be used to level the corner of the field to create an additional junior soccer pitch.

Next Meeting: No further meeting was required; Members to liaise over paper to be presented to Council.

