LISS PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of Liss Parish Council took place on 21st December 2009.

Members

*Mr R Mullenger, Mr G Baker, *Mr K Budden,*Mr J Duckham, *Mrs S Halstead, *Mr H Linsley, *Mrs G Logan, *Mr L Mann, Mr B Mayo, *Mr M Payne ,*Mr P Payne & *Mr S Rees.

* Present

Apologies: Cllrs G Baker & B Mayo, District Councillor Mrs J Onslow.

In attendance: County Councillor Mr V Clarke, District Councillor Mrs E Cartwright & three members of the public. 

146/09 Declarations of interests

Cllr Mullenger declared a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the NCPF Trust arising from his position as trustee on that organisation. 

Cllr Mann declared a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the Crossover Youth Centre arising from his position as a trustee on that organisation.

Cllr Halstead declared a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the NCPF Trust arising from her membership of the Newman Collard tennis Club. 

Cllr Halstead declared a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the Liss Community Centre arising from her position as a trustee on that organisation.

Cllr Budden declared a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the proposed skatebowl arising from his recorded stance as on objector & the close proximity of his residence to the proposed site.

147/09 Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman welcomed Mr Budden & Mr Rees as new Members of Council.

The Chairman gave an update on the progress of the enhancement project to the entrance of the Riverside Walk. The project was near to completion & was a great improvement to the area. The Chairman thanked all who had contributed to the project especially Mr Grant who was overseeing the works & the CST for supplying much valued labour.

Commenting on the LPC Xmas party that was aimed at thanking those members of the community who had assisted the Council the Chairman reported that it had been a great success & thanked Mrs Mann for all her hard work on the preparations as well as the night.

The Liss Xmas event on 9th December had gone well & many people had passed favourable comments. The Chairman thanked Cllr Halstead, Mrs Effenberg & all others who had helped plan & manage the event.

Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments from the public.

148/09 Report of County Councillor

County Councillor Mr Clarke reported that he had held a meeting with HCC Highways East where it had been agreed that parishes should prioritise works & communicate these to HCC Highways.

Commenting on the Mint Road level crossing closure, Mr Clarke said that the gas main was suffering from many leaks; HCC Highways had insisted on a full closure due to these leaks as well as barrier damage. A compensation payment for loss of business to the Post Office was being investigated.

Cllr Halstead suggested that Cllr Mann, as Chairman of the LPC Highways Committee, liaise with Cllr Clarke to identify LPC Highways priorities.

149/09 Reports of District Councillors

Mrs Cartwright informed the meeting that Mrs Onslow had been appointed as Vice-Chairman of the Council & that Cllr Linsley had been appointed to the Standards Board at EHDC.

At Council there had been a presentation of awards to winners of the EHDC conservation & Design Awards; the payment of Developers’ Contributions Funds to Drum Housing & Petersfield Housing had been agreed. A motion proposing that EHDC sign up to the 10:10 campaign to reduce emissions was discussed & the matter   had been referred to the Special Better Protected Environment Panel.

At the Special Community Groups panel meeting a presentation on the Council’s approach to the ageing population & its housing requirements was discussed & the recommendations adopted.

SEEPB, which had taken over SEERA responsibilities, had launched a new SE Plan consultation on the 5 year housing target; it was felt that EHDC had adequate land to meet the targets.

The Chairman asked why Developers’ Contributions were going to Drum Housing & Mrs Cartwright explained that these arose because it was not always appropriate to have a percentage of affordable housing on some sites, such as retirement villages. In these cases EHDC took substantial Developers’ Contributions & these were now being spent..

Cllr P Payne commented that the Core Strategy indicated that small sites would pay into an affordable housing fund & Mrs Cartwright replied that it was the intention that all developments would contribute.

Cllr Budden asked Mrs Cartwright for an update on EHDC’s passenger transport initiative; Mrs Cartwright replied that she had not seen the report but understood that some initiatives were unaffordable & EHDC were now looking at previous plans.

Cllr Logan had attended two Special Community Forums, one on the 2010/11 budget & the other on Development Briefs.

The Chairman asked if the proposed housing numbers for the Inwood Road site had been amended & Cllr Logan replied that the changes requested by LPC to the Development Brief had been included & approved at the Community Forum.

150/09 Motion arising from agenda items proposed by Cllr Linsley. 

Cllr Linsley, seconded by Cllr P Payne, proposed that agenda item 17, consideration of the 2010/11 precept, be taken before agenda item 8. Members agreed the proposal.

151/09 Minutes of the meetings of 18th November & 7th December

The minutes of the Council meeting of 18t h November, proposed by Cllr Duckham & seconded by Cllr Linsley, were agreed unanimously.

The minutes of the Council meeting of 7th December, proposed by Cllr Halstead & seconded by Cllr M Payne, were agreed on a majority vote.

152/09 Matters arising from the meeting of 18th November 2009

i)        EHDC LDF Core Strategy Consultation  - Cllr Halstead said that the timing of the consultation had been unfortunate & that EHDC would have to take greater reference to the SDNP now that it had received formal designation. All Members had been copied with the section that dealt with Liss & other sections had been delegated to various Members. She had prepared a draft response & this had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Linsley, seconded by Cllr Mann, proposed that Cllr Halstead be appointed to make the appropriate formal response on behalf of LPC & this was agreed by Members.

Cllr P Payne raised concerns that EHDC’s  40% target for affordable housing was not achievable.

Mrs Cartwright informed the meeting that the SE Plan target was 35% but EHDC had set a target of 40% on the basis that some sites provided none. Cllr P Payne said he could not support this as it was too radical a change. Cllr Linsley commented that he would prefer a higher target but accepted the 40%.

Cllr Linsley, seconded by the Chairman, moved that LPC support  sections CP28 &29 of EHDC’s Core Strategy Document on the affordable housing target. The motion was carried on a vote of 6 for, 2 against with 4 abstentions.

It was agreed that Cllr Mann would circulate the outstanding transport section for Members’ comments prior to finalisation of the response to EHDC.

Cllr Duckham, seconded by Cllr Linsley, proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Halstead for the effort put into the response on behalf of LPC & members agreed unanimously.

ii)        Referring to minute 137/09iii Cllr Halstead said that she had now completed the HCC service consultation.

153/09 Motion proposed By Cllr Linsley on behalf of the Finance Committee

“ That Liss Parish Council set a precept of £142147for the 2010/11 financial year.”

Cllr Linsley proposed an amendment to the motion so that it read:

“That Liss Parish Council set a precept of £142,147 for the 2010/11 financial year. This is an expected increase of 1.53% for each dwelling.”

The motion, seconded by Cllr P Payne, was carried unanimously.

154/09 Schedule of payments – Main Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the main account, proposed by Cllr Mann & seconded by Cllr Linsley, was approved:

	Chq.No.

		£


	 1367

	LPC Charities - transfer of stock

	55.00


	 1368

	Hope Grove Nurseries - hedging Riverside Walk 

	82.95


	 1369

	PANWA - grant

	25.00


	 1370

	Hants Probation Services - grant for tools

	100.00


	 1371

	U-Do DIY - Xmas  costs

	5.93


	 1372

	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd  - Bins NCPF Nov 09

	91.45


	 1373

	Surrey Wildlife Trust - signpost Riverside Walk 

	441.60


	 1374

	White Rose - fuel costs

	33.00


	 1375

	CAE Ltd - Riverside Walk project costs

	1035.00


	 1376

	R & M Electronics - CCTV maintenance costs

	793.50


	 1377

	Viking Direct - stationery

	68.99


	 1378

	Zurich Municipal - 3rd pty insurance, Xmas project

	63.00


	 1379

	Liss Garage Services - battery for tractor

	98.26


	 1380

	Travis Perkins - Riverside Walk 

	569.14


	 1381

	HCC - village re-paving project

	12500.00


	 1382

	HCC - pension costs December

	872.44


	 1383

	Post Office - tax & NI month 8

	1024.06


	Trf.

	Salaries - month 9

	4097.28


	DD

	BT - telephone account

	219.99


	DD

	AOL - Nov 09

	14.99


			22191.58



	
	
	
	£

	
	
	
	


155/09 Schedule of payments – Charities Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the charities account, proposed by Cllr Halstead and seconded by Cllr Logan, was approved:

	Chq No.

		£


	 627

	Cash - Artist fee for 20/11 & bar float

	350.00


	 628

	Bar stock for 20/11

	177.42


	 629

	B Cleary - window cleaning 9/12

	26.00


	 630

	U-Do Diy - Hall &  W Liss t costs

	93.57


	 631

	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd  - Bins W Liss, Nov 09

	43.29


	 632

	South East Water - Hall & allotments supply

	203.67


	 633

	British Nova - floor polish Hall

	62.58


	 634

	HCC - cleaning materials for Hall & pavilion

	151.56


	 635

	HCC - pension costs December

	208.90


	 636

	Post Office - tax & NI month 8

	166.10


	Trf.

	Salaries - month 9

	723.31


	DD

	British Gas - hall supply

	298.78


			2505.18



	
	
	
	


156/09 Schedule of correspondence

A schedule of the main correspondence received was presented and the following agreed:

i) An email had been received from Mr Davis, LPC tree warden, suggesting a procedure for removal & replacement of the diseased tree in Pine Walk. It was agreed that his recommendations be passed to HCC.

ii) The Clerk reminded Members that EHDC were to run planning training sessions in February & March & that it was recommended that all members of the Planning Committee should attend, Members would inform the Clerk of their preferred choice of dates.

iii) The Chairman, Cllr P Payne & Cllr Linsley would attend the EHDC Meaningful engagement of Young People event at Penns Place on 14th January.

iv) Cllr Duckham would respond to the HCC consultation on Minerals & Waste Core Strategy.

v) The Clerk would write to the Hants Youth Band & recommend that they reapply for a grant on the 11/12 year giving details of Liss youth numbers involved.

vi) It was agreed that a response to the HCC Transport Consultation would be agreed at the January Council meeting.

vii) It was agreed that members would submit comments on the EHDC initial consultation on the Transport Plan.

viii) It was agreed that the Chairman & Cllr P Payne would attend the EHDC Community Forum on 5th January when the application for a grant for the skatebowl would be considered.

ix) The legal notice of change of parking restrictions at Station Road/western road had been received. It was noted that some residents in Western Road were not in favour.

x) A letter of concern about the availability of public conveniences had been received from Mr Hawes. It was agreed that the Clerk request EHDC to keep the toilets at the Triangle open till 7.30pm.

xi) Letters concerning HALCs possible proposal to recommend the withdrawal of NALC membership by parishes had been received from both HALC & NALC. It was understood that HALC would consult on the matter in early 2010.

157/09 Report of the Buildings Committee of 30th November 

The minutes of the meeting of 30th November, proposed by Cllr Logan & seconded by Cllr P Payne, were unanimously approved.

A paper recommending proposals for the refurbishment of the village hall kitchen had been circulated.

The recommendations included in paras. 1, 2 & 3 of the proposed plan of action, proposed by Cllr Duckham & seconded by Cllr Mann, were unanimously agreed.

158/09 Report of the Grounds Committee of 30th November 

The minutes of the meeting of 30th November, proposed by Cllr Halstead & seconded by Cllr Logan, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Budden proposed a vote of thanks to the CST team that had worked on pond clearance over the weekend of 19th & 20th December & this was agreed.

A note prepared by the Chairman of Grounds recommending the removal of the concrete buffet at the entrance to the Riverside Walk had been circulated.

Cllr Mann asked if it was proposed to enhance the remaining buffers & the Chairman replied that hopefully it was.

Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments from the public.

Cllr Halstead said that any such action should be dependent on the intention to renovate the other buffers.

Cllr Duckham, seconded by Cllr P Payne, then moved that the recommendation of the Grounds Chairman that the concrete buffer be removed & that the remaining buffers be renovated be accepted.

The motion was passed on a majority vote of  7 in favour, 2 against with 1 abstention.

Members agreed a period of extension to the meeting of no more than 30 minutes.

159/09 Report of the Planning Committee of 7th December 

The minutes of the meeting of 7th December, proposed by Cllr P Payne & seconded by Cllr Duckham, were unanimously approved.

160/09 Appointments to Committees

The following appointments, proposed by Cllr Halstead & seconded by Cllr Linsley, were unanimously agreed:

Cllr Budden – Planning, Finance, Grounds & Buildings.

Cllr Rees – Highways, Grounds & Buildings.

161/09 Motion proposed by the Chairman

“That Liss Parish Council adopt  the CCTV policy as circulated to Members in order to comply with best practise & the recommendations of the Information commissioner.”

After discussion the Chairman proposed the following amendments to the motion:

“That para 10 of the control & operations section be amended to include the words “within 15 days of the incident” after “must be made” & to remove the words “normally within 40 days”.

The amended motion, proposed by the Chairman & seconded by Cllr Mann, was approved unanimously. 

Cllr P Payne gave apologies & left the meeting at this point.

162/09 Motion proposed by the Chairman

“That Liss Parish Council adopt the Child Protection Policy as circulated to Members in order to comply with best practise.”

The motion, proposed by the Chairman & seconded by Cllr Budden, was approved unanimously. 

163/09 Reports from outside bodies

Cllr Halstead reported that the Community Centre proposed to hold a lunch to thank Mr & Mrs Seymour for their work over the years. The annual quiz night would be on 6th March.

Cllr Halstead reported on the EHAPTC quarterly meeting which had received a presentation on the Code of Conduct.

Cllr M Payne reported on the George Street Trust; they had made a contribution to the cost of the re-siting of the war memorial to Rake Village Hall. They had also made a grant towards the refurbishment of the hall.

The Clerk read a report from Mr Croft who had attended the Portsmouth-waterloo rail Users Group meeting; the main items had covered the length of time of crossing closure in Liss, renovations at Liss station & the possibility of a shelter on the down platform. Car parking charges were to be increased but some rail seasons would be reduced. Also, the rail link for the proposed eco-town was discussed as well as bus links to Petersfield & Liphook stations. There was to be a steam hauled rail tour passing through Liss on Easter Monday.

The Chairman had attended EHDC’s passenger transport meeting that covered the abortive transport strategy report; also discussed were the Mopeds to Work scheme & SW Trains integration of services.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Mann for the interesting visit to the Hindhead tunnel that he had organised.

The Chairman had also attended HCC’s Countryside Access Forum & was scheduled to attend the next meeting in February.

The Chairman wished all a Merry Xmas 

The meeting was closed at 21.55 hrs

Next meeting:  Monday 18th January 2010 at 19.30hrs

