LISS PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of Liss Parish Council took place on 20th December 2010.

Members

*Mr G Baker, *Mr K Budden, Mr J Duckham, *Mrs S Halstead, *Mr H Linsley (Chairman), *Mrs G Logan, Mr N McInnes, *Mr L Mann, *Mr B Mayo, *RMullenger, *Mr M Payne, Mr P Payne & *Ms A Wright.

* Present

Clerk: R Bowery.

In attendance: County Councillor Mr V Clarke & two member of the public. 

Apologies: Councillors Duckham, Mc’Innes & P Payne, District Councillors Mrs Cartwright & Mrs Onslow.

146/10 Declarations of interests

Cllr Mullenger declared a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the NCPF Trust arising from his position as a trustee on that organisation. 

Cllr Halstead declared a personal interest in any matters relating to the Newman Collard Tennis Club arising from her membership of that club.

147/10 Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman thanked all Members as well as others who had been involved in the organisation of the village Xmas event; he felt that it had been a great success & very well attended.

The Chairman then made a presentation of a framed print on behalf of the Council to Mr John Meader in recognition of his dedication & commitment to the Liss Riverside Railway Walk over a long period.

Mr Meader thanked the Council & said that he felt the award was really due to the many people who had worked on the walk over the seventeen & a half years of the Conservation Volunteers existence. The Chairman said that Mr Meader had led the Volunteers well & inspired them.

There was no adjournment for public participation.

148/10 Report of County Councillor

County Councillor Mr V Clarke reported that Government funding of HCC had been cut by 14.3% compared to a national average of 10%. HCC would be cutting costs by £30.9m on 2011/12 & £19.0m in 2012/13 without reducing frontline services. One difficulty was the need to find £1.7m necessary for funding concessionary fares.

In respect of the bad weather conditions HCC had concentrated in clearing town centre pathways in order to help local businesses at this critical time of year.

Stock levels of salt & grit were now back to the levels of last winter; HCC had bid for 5000 tons from the national reserve & also ordered commercially.
Cllr Halstead asked Cllr Clarke who needed to be informed of anomalies in bus service timetables that affected concessionary fare travellers & Cllr Clarke replied that he would take them & pass them on.

Cllr Budden added that Liss users would be affected on the service 73 which only ran on one day per week at 9.10am & concessionary fares were only valid from 9.30am. The independent bus operator was economically reliant on this service & 90% of users were concessionary fares.

Cllr M Payne asked if HCC had on-line access to what were priority road routes & Cllr Clarke said the details were on Hantsweb.

149/10 Report of District Councillor

Cllr Logan reported that EHDC had received a 32% cut in the Government settlement despite assurance that it would be no more than 8.9% would be cut from "revenue spending power." Of the cut £1.1m was removed in order to fund planning for the SDNP; this was contrary to the treatment of the New Forest National Park. EHDC would be lobbying Government over this.
EHDC Council had agreed the way forward for the Local Development Plan & affected agencies would be consulted. Also, the Whitehill/Bordon master Plan had been accepted.
Cllr Mann asked if the SDNP would be refunding planning costs to EHDC & Cllr Logan replied that this was anticipated. 
150/10 Minutes of the meeting of 15th November 2010

The minutes of the meeting held of 15th November, proposed by Cllr Mullenger and seconded by Cllr Mann, were approved unanimously.

151/10 – Matters Arising

151/10i – Precept 2011/12
Cllr Mayo explained that papers for the 2011/12 budget had been circulated following final revisions. It was now proposed that Liss set a precept of £143553 that gave a zero percentage increase per Band D dwelling.

Cllr Mann asked if this was achieved because of an increase in the number of dwellings & Cllr Mayo replied that it was.

Cllr Wright asked if the number of dwellings had been confirmed as final. The Clerk replied that the number used was what was going to EHDC Council & was unlikely to alter.
The Chairman explained that the EHDC system of taking up any variances in budgeted precepts & actual collections.

Cllr Mayo, seconded by Cllr Halstead, proposed that LPC set a precept of £143553 for the 2011/12 financial year & Members agreed unanimously.

151/10i i - Meeting with SDNP on Gateway to Park
Cllr Halstead asked if the SDNP had responded to the invitation to meet to discuss possible development of Liss as a gateway to the Park & the Clerk replied that no response had been received yet.
151/10iii – Skatebowl sub-committee

The Chairman explained that there had been difficulties organizing a meeting over the past weeks & that the Xmas holiday period would also create problems: he therefore proposed that the sub-committee be given an extension till the January meeting. Cllr Baker seconded the motion & members approved unanimously.

151/10iv – Hants Fire & Rescue consultation

Cllr Mullenger reported that he had responded on-line to the consultation document as agreed at November Council.

152/10 – Schedule of payments – Main Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the main account, proposed by Cllr Baker & seconded by Cllr Logan, was approved:

	Chq. No.
	
	
	£

	 1552
	Jade News - Xmas event costs
	
	91.59

	 1553
	A Grant - mileage to HCC winter services seminar
	
	33.05

	 1554
	Coomers - LCR costs
	
	28.20

	 1555
	J Starling - print for presentation
	
	45.00

	 1556
	Petty cash reimbursement
	
	100.00

	 1557
	Royal British Legion - wreath cost
	
	40.00

	 1558
	J Meader - Xmas event costs
	
	12.00

	 1559
	U-Do DIY - Xmas event, grounds & office costs
	
	97.65

	 1560
	Viking Direct - stationery/postages
	
	148.10

	 1561
	Travis Perkins - Xmas event costs
	
	36.50

	 1562
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins NCPF Nov
	
	43.15

	 1563
	Alpha Graphics - Xmas event costs
	
	184.48

	 1564
	Centrewire Ltd - delivery of play equip spares
	
	17.63

	 1565
	Zurich Insurance - Xmas event costs
	
	73.50

	 1566
	Winchester Garden Machinery - LCR costs
	
	13.44

	 1567
	HCC - pension costs December
	
	1142.80

	 1568
	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 9
	
	2164.03

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 9
	
	4855.59

	 - 
	White Rose - LCR costs less deposit refund.
	
	-43.90

	DD
	BT - telephone account
	
	196.85

	DD
	AOL -November 
	
	14.99

	
	
	
	9294.65


Cllr Mann asked what the payment to Jade news was for & the Clerk explained that this was for LED candles & hats for the Xmas event.

Cllr Baker asked what the credit from White Rose garage was for & the Clerk replied that this was for fuel less a refund of the account deposit following the closure of White Rose.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


153/10 – Schedule of payments – Charities Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the charities account, proposed by Cllr Mann & seconded by Cllr Baker, was approved:

	Chq No.
	
	
	£

	 728
	Jongor - hire of hob
	
	47.00

	 729
	Cancelled
	
	

	 730
	Jongor - hire of hob
	
	94.00

	 731
	U-Do DIY - West Liss & Hall repairs
	
	15.57

	 732
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins West Liss, Nov
	
	50.43

	 733
	N J Berriman - West Liss repairs
	
	58.75

	 734
	AS Electrics - Village Hall repairs
	
	176.25

	 735
	S E Water - Allotments & Village Hall
	
	681.04

	 736
	HCC - pension costs December
	
	230.97

	 737
	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 9
	
	138.36

	 738
	B Cleary - window cleaning 22/12/10
	
	26.00

	 739
	Ampella Ltd - call out, hall boiler
	
	47.00

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 9
	
	770.19

	DD
	Southern Electric - West Liss
	
	58.94

	
	
	
	2394.50


154/10 Correspondence

A schedule of the main correspondence received and the following agreed:

i. Consultation from Government on proposed changes to planning fees in England – It was agreed that Cllr Halstead & the Clerk would respond on behalf of the Council. Cllr Halstead detailed the questions to be answered & Councillors discussed & agreed the responses.

ii. The proposed Arun & Rother rivers trust – A letter had been received explaining the proposal; the Clerk had responded indicating that LPC would be interested in attending the initial meeting.

iii. EHDC Community Forum – It was agreed that Cllr Mullenger would attend & support the LPC application for use of developers’ contributions for Riverside Walk enhancements.

iv. A letter of thanks to residents had been received from a Mr Milton in respect of assistance given when his vehicle broke down in the inclement weather. This had been passed to the local press. 

155/10 Report of the Buildings Committee of 29th November 

The minutes of the meeting of 29tht November, proposed by Cllr Mayo and seconded by Cllr Budden, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Baker informed the meeting that, at long last, the kitchen ovens had been repaired; an action plan for immediate essential repairs to West Liss pavilion had been agreed prior to the nursery school letting.
Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Mann, proposed the creation of an advisory committee to investigate the options for the replacement of the West Liss pavilion. The committee would be open to all Councillors as well as co-opted members of the public with relevant skills to the project. The motion was carried unanimously.

156/10 Report of the Grounds Committee of 8th November 

The minutes of the meeting of 29tht November, proposed by Cllr Halstead and seconded by Cllr Logan, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Mullenger said that a plan for the replacement of the buffer at the entrance to the Riverside Walk had been agreed & thanked Mr Grant & the Assistant Clerk for the work they had put in to the project. Cllr Mullenger, seconded by Cllr Baker, moved that the concrete buffer be demolished & replaced by a buffer & section of rails donated by the MOD. Members agreed unanimously.
Cllr Mullenger explained that LAHS had requested that the rubble from the demolition be used to restore an old footpath; he had investigated & held doubts that the rubble would not be suitable.

157/10 Report of the Planning Committee of 6th December 

The minutes of the meeting of 6th December, proposed by Cllr Halstead and seconded by Cllr Mullenger, with an amendment to reflect the attendance of Cllr Mann were unanimously approved.

Cllr Halstead said she had attended the EHDC workshop on amendments to the on-line planning system; she explained that a number of further improvements had been suggested which would be followed up prior to launching the new system.

Cllr Logan said that there were two Certificate of Lawfulness applications to be considered in January & that evidence on usage at the locations was required.

158/10 Reports from outside bodies

Cllr Halstead had attended a HALC meeting where changes to the code of conduct were discussed. She also reported that the EHAPTC meeting had been cancelled due to the inclement weather conditions.

Cllr M Payne reporting on the George Street Trust said that additional donations to the Crossover were being considered.

Cllr Mullenger said that the NCPFT meeting had been cancelled due to bad weather; however, some pond clearance work had been carried out as scheduled.

Cllr Mullenger had attended a meeting on the proposed Shipwrights Way; conflict of use was an issue to be considered.

The Chairman had attended a festive tea at the invite of Whitehill & Bordon TC.

The Chairman wished all Members a merry Xmas & a happy new year.

The meeting was closed at 21.16hrs
Next meeting:  Monday 17th January 2011 19.30hrs

Notes on Public Participation 20th December 2010

There was no period of public participation.
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