LISS PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of Liss Parish Council took place on 21st June 2010.

Members

*Mr R Mullenger, Mr G Baker, *Mr K Budden,*Mr J Duckham, Mrs S Halstead, *Mr H Linsley, *Mrs G Logan, Mr L Mann, *Mr B Mayo, Mr M Payne ,*Mr P Payne  & *Ms A Wright.

* Present

In attendance: County Councillor Mr V Clarke, District Councillors Mrs E Cartwright & Mrs J Onslow, 2 members of the press & approximately 18 members of the public. 

Apologies: Cllr Halstead, Baker, Mann & M Payne.

75/10 Declarations of interests

Cllr Mullenger declared a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the NCPF Trust arising from his position as a trustee on that organisation. 

Cllr Budden declared a personal interest in any skatebowl matters to be discussed.

76/10 Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman made the following announcements:-

· Mr Stuart Rees had, because of health reasons, tendered his resignation as a Councillor. It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Rees & that his offer to be involved in whatever manner he could be accepted.

· The Village Voice had now been published & distributed; the Chairman apologised for the oversight in thanking volunteers who helped with the distribution.

· The Chairman thanked Members & volunteers who had planted & hung the flower baskets in the village centre.

· A letter had been received from Mrs Hewitt stating that she was no longer able to attend transport forums & meetings on behalf of the Council. It was agreed that a letter of thanks for her services be sent.

· The Chairman said that he had received several comments from residents stating that they could not hear all of Members debate at the last Council & he requested Members to ensure that they speak up in future.

· The Chairman explained that, in order to have an orderly meeting, he would note the names of people when they indicated that they wanted to speak & would invite them to speak in order.

Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments from the public.

77/10 Report of County Councillor

County Councillor Mr Clarke said that work on the Petersfield Skatebowl had actually started now.

Government cuts were to be 8.8% on revenue costs & 5% on capital. Likely reductions were 3% on child services & 2.7% on adult services.

HCC were to have a moratorium on recruitment as well as management reductions. For 2011/12 it would be necessary to have cuts of £4m. It was hoped that there would be no effect on frontline services.

Cllr Budden asked how front line services could not be affected & Cllr Clarke replied that there was a plan to transfer £50m from reserves & that there was property to dispose of. Staff would also be hot-desking to reduce costs.

78/10 Report of District Councillor

District Councillor Mrs Cartwright reported that EHDC were to make savings of £750k out of the budget & avoiding front line service cuts. There was a proposal to share top management with Havant that would be put to Council & hopefully in place by October.

Cabinet met on 19th May & approved the funding of the Shipwrights’ Way from developers’ contributions funds. The route through Liss was to be refined.

The new Community Forum format would include County & Parish councillors. The climate change officer, shared with Havant, was looking at reducing the climate emissions of the Penns Place offices. There had been a report on the aging population & an older persons action plan was proposed.

The SDNP Authority had met & made a recommendation that planning matters be delegated to District Councils for the next three years.

Cllr Logan reported that there was a change of panel arrangements & that she would be on the people panel; this would look  at a corporate strategy for residents & businesses.

Cllr Mullenger asked how accountability would be resolved where officers were shared. Mrs Cartwright replied that the Councils would be separate & officers would work to agenda.

Cllr P Payne asked how parish councillors would be appointed to the Community Forum & Mrs Cartwright replied that it would be related to wards.

At this point Cllr Mullenger was called away from the meeting.

79/10 Minutes of the meetings of 17th May 2010

The minutes of the Council meeting of 17th May, proposed by Cllr Duckham & seconded by Cllr P Payne, were agreed unanimously.

80/10 Matters arising from the meeting of 17th May 2010

i) Appointments to outside bodies – The Chairman reminded Members that LPC still had one appointment to the Newman Collard Trust available & proposed that Mr R Whatley be appointed. The motion was seconded by Cllr Mayo & unanimously agreed by Members.

ii) Village Centre Enhancement – Members agreed unanimously that Cllr Mullenger continue to liaise with the VDS on the enhancement scheme.

iii) Publication of draft minutes – The request from Mr Seymour for Council minutes to be posted on the LPC website prior to meetings was discussed. After deliberation it was resolve that hard copy of the minutes would be made available from the parish office after agenda & papers had been distributed to Members.

iv) Skatebowl Implementation Group – Terms of reference for the group had been circulated prior to the meeting.

Cllr Duckham asked for clarification on the item referring decisions to Council if the group failed to agree. The Chairman said that if the group were unable to make a decision then it was for Council to make the decision.

Cllr P Payne said that it was not for the group to make any decision it would only make recommendations to Council. He added that there were still issues that he felt needed to be discussed.

Cllr Budden proposed that the wording in the paragraph on actions be amended to replace the word decision with consensus.

With this amendment Cllr Mayo, seconded by Cllr Budden, proposed that the terms of reference be accepted. The motion was passed with a vote of six in favour with one abstention.

v) Letter of concern over skatebowl issues from NCPF Trust – The letter had been circulated prior to the meeting.

Cllr Wright said that she found the letter confusing & was not sure if the Trust were indicating an intention to withdraw their offer or what was meant by an independent review. She proposed that discussion with the Trust was necessary & Cllr Duckham supported this proposal.

The Chairman gave the background to why the Trust had sent the letter.

Cllr Duckham pointed out that some points in the letter, such as a 2.5m high fence, were incorrect.

Cllr P Payne felt that it was clear where some of the content of the letter was coming from.

At this point the Chairman, after repeated interruptions from Mr Mackay in the audience, adjourned the meeting. The Chairman explained the legal process of the meeting to the audience & then ordered Mr Mackay to leave the meeting. After some minutes & repeated comments Mr Mackay left. The meeting was then reconvened.

Cllr P Payne explained the background to the consideration of fencing on some sites & the reasons for rejecting the option.

Cllr P Payne said he was concerned over who would meet with the Trust as there were divisions on both sides; it would be difficult to get a balanced view. He felt that all Members should attend.

The Chairman said it was intended to understand rather than negotiate. He said that normally it would be for Chairman, Vice Chairman & one other to represent the Council.

Cllr P Payne was uncomfortable with this as he felt that both the Chairman & Vice Chairman had taken no part in many discussions because of prejudicial interests.

Cllr Budden supported Cllr Payne’s proposal that all Members of the Council & the Trust should meet & Members agreed this proposal.

It was agreed that the Clerk write to the Trust to arrange the meeting.

vi)        Village Design Statement revision – Cllr Wright reminded Members that chapter 5 of the revision had now been received & circulated.

81/10 Schedule of payments – Main Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the main account, proposed by Cllr P Payne & seconded by Cllr Duckham, was approved:

	Chq. No.
	
	£

	 1473
	Longmeadows - car park, Princes Bridge
	1637.95

	 1474
	K Castle - plants for hanging baskets
	200.00

	 1475
	Playsafe - training course, safety inspections
	282.00

	 1476
	B Mayo - mileage to biodiversity event
	32.45

	 1477
	L Mannerings - mileage to training course
	99.65

	 1478
	Mrs Mann - postages & eye test
	38.60

	 1479
	Cancelled
	

	 1480
	U-Do DIY - grounds & Princes Bridge costs
	95.07

	 1481
	White Rose - LCR, mower & tractor fuel
	129.25

	 1482
	Hillier garden Centre - hanging basket supplies
	35.94

	 1483
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins NCPF
	106.55

	 1484
	Zurich Insurance - annual premium
	7947.24

	 1485
	Travis Perkins - grounds supplies
	197.75

	 1486
	HCC - pension costs June
	889.99

	 1487
	Post Office - tax & NI month 2
	1434.78

	 1488
	K Abraham - internal audit 2009/10
	315.00

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 3
	4113.42

	DD
	BT - telephone account
	222.88

	DD
	AOL -May 10
	14.99

	
	
	17793.51


82/10 Schedule of payments – Charities Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the charities account, proposed by Cllr Mayo and seconded by Cllr Logan, was approved:

	Chq No.
	
	£

	 677
	Pre-Lam - balance of kitchen works
	1210.00

	 678
	B Cleary - window clean village hall
	52.00

	 679
	Gopak - table trolley
	235.52

	 680
	S E Water - allotment supply
	183.35

	 681
	U-Do DIY - village hall supplies
	14.61

	 682
	HCC - cleaning materials
	100.84

	 683
	S E Water - allotment & village hall
	55.65

	 684
	Clear Round Pest Control - rats west Liss rec.
	146.88

	 685
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins West Liss
	50.43

	 686
	HCC - pension costs June
	194.34

	 687
	Post Office - tax & NI month 2
	83.34

	 688
	Magnet - kitchen project
	11711.77

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 3
	672.95

	DD
	British Gas - village hall
	807.97

	
	
	15519.65


83/10 Schedule of correspondence

A schedule of the main correspondence received was presented and the following agreed:

i) Cllr Budden would attend the 4th anniversary event at the Co-Op funeral parlour on 27th July.

ii) Complaint from Mr Grove about litter from kebab van in Farnham Road – It was agreed that LPC write to EHDC with a copy of the complaint & ask EHDC to alert the kebab van operator.

iii) Cllr Mayo would attend the Home Start AGM on 14th July.

iv) The grant request from Victim Support was referred to the Finance Committee. Support statistics & accounts would be requested.

84/10 Report of the Planning Committee of 1st June

The minutes of the meeting of 1st June, proposed by Cllr Duckham & seconded by Cllr P Payne, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Duckham reviewed the decisions reached & commented on the LPC site visit to Brows Farm.

The Clerk reported that he had contacted Chichester DC regarding the committee’s comments on the landscaping at the rake business centre; CDC said that there was no action they could take.

Cllr Mullenger rejoined the meeting.

85/10 Report of the Buildings Committee of 7th June

The minutes of the meeting of 7th June, proposed by Cllr Mayo & seconded by Cllr Logan, were unanimously approved.

86/10 Report of the Grounds Committee of 7th June

The minutes of the meeting of 7th June, proposed by Cllr Mullenger & seconded by Cllr Duckham, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Mullenger explained the situation regarding a possible water supply to the new Princes Bridge allotments. An estimate of £2700 had been received from S E Water & the high cost was due to the proximity to the railway lines. Cllr Mullenger was investigating the possibility of putting in the water supply from a different point to save money.

Cllr P Payne, seconded by Cllr Duckham, proposed that Cllr Mullenger be authorised seek an alternative quotation & to spend up to £1000 on the water connection & all Members agreed.

87/10 Minutes from the Skatebowl Implementation Group meetings of 21st May, 3rd & 14th June

The minutes of these advisory group meetings had been circulated & were tabled for comment.

In discussion it was agreed that there was a necessity to update the LPC website with more current information. Cllr Mullenger suggested the creation of a new tab on the site with other historical data retained on a lower ranked tab.

The possible posting of SIG minutes was discussed & it was agreed that the best action would be to post a brief note  that contained the key points of the meetings; this would happen after first being circulated to Councillors.

Members agreed an extension to the meeting of no more than thirty minutes.

Cllr P Payne, referring to the SIG minutes of 14th June, explained that the group had decided that a motion be put to Council recommending work on the central bed in the Centenary Garden no matter what the skatebowl project outcome was. This was because a review undertaken by Cllr Logan & Mr Catt had established that some trees & shrubs were damaged.

Cllr Logan said there was also a need for a policy on any new garden to be adopted & that the NCPFT should be involved; there was also a need to formalise the policy on the existing garden & what might remain there. With Cllr Halstead she hoped to make a recommendation, via the SIG & in consultation with NCPFT, before Council on 19th July.

Cllr P Payne, seconded by Cllr Mayo, proposed that the issue be discussed at the next SIG meeting & then recommendations incorporating the wishes of NCPFT be put to Council on 19th July & members agreed.

The Chairman, referring to the SIG minutes of 3rd June where the need for a risk assessment had been referred back to Council. The Chairman had given thought to the topic & had prepared a proposed action plan that he had set out on paper. This document was then circulated to members; the text was:

“Steven Lugg’s letter of 28th April 2010 suggested that in choosing the site “The Council should be sure over the criteria chosen in making this selection. This selection should be risk assessed & communicated to the residents.” These comments are also in line with those from members of the public. Further, Steven Lugg has told us that we should, in carrying out any project, “Ensure regular reviews until the project is finished”.

In order to satisfy this requirement the Council should set up an advisory group to review the decision by creating a matrix with weighted criteria. This matrix will then be scored for all sites that have been considered by the Council or suggested by the public.

The Skatebowl Implementation Group will continue their work in parallel.

The advisory group will report to Council on 19th July.”

Cllr P Payne said that the project had already been risk assessed by the working group who had arrived at a clear recommendation. The matter of how issues were weighted was an irrelevance. He was happy that the recommendation had been arrived at correctly. He had sent the documents to Steven Lugg & asked for his thoughts; Mr Lugg had replied that it was correct. Therefore, Cllr Payne did not believe there was a need to do it again.

Cllr P Payne said that bringing back multiple sites would reintroduce the prejudicial interests of some Members. He felt that Members should stand by the judgement & not undermine the project.

Cllr Wright said it was subjective how weighting would be arrived at; the main accusation against Council was that it was not sensitive to peoples’ sentiments.

Cllr P Payne replied that it had only recently been found that some memorials were placed in the Centenary Garden.

Cllr Mullenger said that a risk assessment could answer questions & prove that the correct decision had been arrived at. The public had suggested this & LPC could look at it. It was not necessarily about risk but would show that LPC had looked at it.

Cllr P Payne explained Steven Lugg’s definition of risk assessment.

The Clerk reminded Members that there was now a serious financial risk element arising from residents’ stated intentions to pursue legal avenues.

Cllr Mullenger said that he supported the Chairman’s recommendation in theory.

Cllr Mullenger apologised but said that he needed to leave the meeting.

The Chairman asked if Members wished to vote on his proposal before Cllr Mullenger left but Cllr Mullenger said he would abstain.

Cllr P Payne said that he could not support the recommendation.

The Chairman said that Cllr P Payne was confident that he had chosen correctly

At this point Cllr P Payne interrupted the Chairman repeatedly objecting to the Chairman’s statements & refusing to allow him to continue.

The Chairman had to call the meeting to order several times before Cllr Payne desisted.

Cllr Mayo said that he had served as a Councillor for five years under the Chairmanship of Councillors Paren & Mullenger & in that time he had not witnessed a meeting conducted in such a manner as this one. He objected to the way the Chairman had treated both public & Members. He said that if this was how the Chairman was going to operate then he would have to consider his position as a Councillor.

The Chairman called for a vote on his proposal but there was no seconder.

The meeting was then closed at 22.00hrs having reached its time limit under standing orders.

Unfinished business would be carried forward to Council on 19th July.

Next meeting:  Monday 19th July at 19.30hrs
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