LISS PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of Liss Parish Council took place on 21st March 2011.

Members

*Mr G Baker, Mr K Budden, *Mr J Duckham, Mrs S Halstead, *Mr H Linsley (Chairman), *Mrs G Logan, Mr N McInnes, *Mr L Mann, *Mr B Mayo, Mr R Mullenger, Mr M Payne, *Mr P Payne & *Ms A Wright.

* Present

Clerk: R Bowery.

In attendance: Five members of the public & two members of the press. 

Apologies: Councillors Budden, Halstead, McInnes, Mullenger & M Payne. County Councillor Mr V Clarke, District Councillors Mrs E Cartwright & Mrs J Onslow.

26/11 Declarations of interests

There were no declarations of interests.

27/11 Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman informed the meeting that there would be an official opening of the refurbished bridges on the Riverside Railway walk on Friday 1st April at 10am at Nightingale Bridge; all were welcome to attend this EHDC event.

Members agreed a period of adjournment for public participation.

28/11 Report of County Councillor

County Councillor Mr V Clarke had submitted a written report that the Clerk read out.

Key points were that HCC had unbudgeted income from additional houses & this would reduce the cut in the Aiming High budget by £1m & provide more money for the concessionary fares budget so that they would be valid from 9am rather than 9.30am.

Measures were being put in place to ensure that utility companies effected proper repairs to road workings.

29/11 Report of District Councillors

Cllr Logan reported  both Cabinet and Full Council met on 24th February. Council agreed the setting of the Council Tax for 2011/12 and this has remained at a zero increase in respect of EHDC’s portion, and all the other precepting authorities have held their increases to zero for the coming year.  

Council also agreed that the Service Level Agreement (Section 101 agreement) with the SDNPA be signed off, to provide a development management service on behalf of the Park (planning).  

I also attended a seminar last Friday hosted by the SDNPA giving an update on the operation arrangements, the importance of the Management Plan required within 3 years, and outlining planning arrangements within the National Park from 1st April 2012 when they become the statutory planning authority.  Local authorities will determine applications on behalf of the SDNPA, except for majors over 10 dwellings or equivalent to in commercial/retail developments.  Slight variances will apply if an application is “significant” ie small development on the very edge of a village or hamlet in the SDNP would have a greater impact upon the landscape; so the  SDNPA may determine these.

30/11 Minutes of the meeting of 21st February 2011

The minutes of the meeting held of 21st February 2011, proposed by Cllr Duckham and seconded by Cllr Logan, were approved unanimously.

31/11 Unfinished business from the meeting of 21st February 2011

The minutes of the meeting of the Highways Committee of 24th January, proposed by Cllr Wright & seconded by Cllr Mann, were approved unanimously. 

Cllr Logan pointed out that there would be no impact on Bus Service 73 by any changes in the concessionary fares scheme.

32/11 – Matters Arising 

32/11i – EHDC Larger Councils Forum

The Chairman & Clerk had attended the forum on 23rs February. Agenda topics had included the forthcoming elections, funding the gap created by EHDC’s grant cuts to bodies such as the CAB & the Localism Bill. A group had been formed to construct terms of reference for the forum.

32/11ii  - SDNP Planning seminar

Cllr P Payne had not been able to attend the meeting on 14th March but other Members were attending the next meeting on 23rd March & would report back next month.

32/11iii  - Meeting with Highways Agency & EHCA on A3 Ham Barn  Roundabout

Cllr P Payne had attended the meeting on 21st March at Penns Place & gave a resume of the matters covered. The Highways Agency said that no works would take place till 2015 but made it clear that their main responsibility was the north/south flow of traffic on the main arterial road. They also said that the views of local residents would be canvassed & taken into account. They said that their preferred option was closure of the roundabout but it might be possible to build slip roads off the A3; there was no possibility of a flyover. Prime objectives for the HA was to reduce congestion at Guildford.

Cllr P Payne said that the meeting had minuted LPC’s policy for non-closure & request for traffic statistics before & after the opening of the Hindhead Tunnel.

The Chairman asked if they would look at local impact & Cllr Payne replied that the HA had made it clear their mandate was the trunk road only.

Cllr Logan added that the HA would have to look at mitigating measures on any works.

Cllr P Payne said that there might be a one month temporary closure of the roundabout to test the situation.

32/11iv  - Whitehill/Bordon Eco-Town Employment Strategy seminar 23rd February

The Chairman had attended the seminar & reported that the key issue was that there were many committees looking at the various aspects of the employment strategy & that councilors & members of the public could volunteer to join & have an input.

32/11v  - EHDC Draft Green Infrastructure consultation

The Clerk reported that Cllr Halstead, with input from Cllrs P Payne & Wright, had completed the consultation document & that it had been submitted within the deadline.

33/11 – Schedule of payments – Main Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the main account, proposed by Cllr Mann & seconded by Cllr Mayo, was approved:

	Chq. No.

			£


	 1590

	Cancelled

		0.00


	 1591

	Chidham Lodge - plants for LIB

		18.00


	 1592

	Longmeadows -Play equipment R R Walk

		2604.00


	 1593

	Petty cash reimbursement

		100.00


	 1594

	T Pay - mileage to collect R R Walk shrubs

		25.35


	 1595

	Esso Ramshill - tractor diesel

		15.91


	 1596

	Sainsbury's - mower fuel

		18.86


	 1597

	U-Do DIY - grounds supplies

		8.55


	 1598

	Greenhouse Graphics - village voice no. 30

		452.01


	 1599

	Mill Farm Trees - R R Walk project

		215.70


	 1600

	LAHS - annual subs

		17.00


	 1601

	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins NCPF Feb

		46.27


	 1602

	HCC - pension costs March

		918.08


	 1603

	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 12

		1884.63


	Trf.

	Salaries - month 12

		4521.69


	DD

	BT - telephone account

		160.46


	DD

	AOL -February 

		14.99


				11021.50



	
	
	
	


34/11 – Schedule of payments – Charities Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the charities account, proposed by Cllr Duckham & seconded by Cllr Logan, was approved:

	Chq No.
	
	
	£

	 757
	S Mansell - allotment deposit refunded
	
	50.00

	 758
	Petty cash reimbursement
	
	75.00

	 759
	B Cleary - window cleaning 9th March
	
	26.00

	 760
	HCC - cleaning materials
	
	93.62

	 761
	EHDC - green waste licences
	
	37.50

	 762
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins West Liss, Feb
	
	51.50

	 763
	HCC - pension costs March
	
	198.41

	 764
	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 12
	
	90.16

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 12
	
	683.43

	DD
	British gas - village hall supply
	
	1295.42

	
	
	
	2601.04


It was noted that the British Gas bill was based on an estimated reading & was calculated to be some £300 plus vat overcharged.

35/11 Correspondence

A schedule of the main correspondence received and the following agreed:

i. The Chairman would attend the launch event of the Liss, Greatham & Hawkey Friendship Fund on 30th March.

ii. Cllr Budden would compile a response to the HCC review of bus services consultation.

iii. Cllr Mann would attend the HCC East Hants HAT meeting on 29th March if possible.

iv. The Chairman informed the meeting that a rededication of the memorial to Pilot Officer Hughes on Longmoor would take place at 10.30am on 15th April.

v. It was noted that all were invited to the SDNPA opening ceremony event at Petersfield on 1st April at 11.30am.

36/11 Report of the Finance Committee of 28th February 

The minutes of the meeting of 28th February, proposed by Cllr Baker & seconded by Cllr P Payne, were approved unanimously. 

Cllr P Payne asked what progress had been made with the purchase of temporary speed reminders. Cllr Mann replied that siting positions for the signs had to be agreed by HCC before the purchase is proceeded with.

37/11 Report of the Planning Committee of 7th March 

The minutes of the meeting of 7th March, proposed by Cllr Wright & seconded by Cllr Logan, were approved unanimously.

Cllr Duckham reviewed the minutes highlighting the applications that LPC had lodged comments of objection to.

38/11 Report of the Buildings Committee of 14th March 

The minutes of the meeting of 14th March, proposed by Cllr Baker & seconded by Cllr Mayo, were approved unanimously. 

Cllr Baker said that a meeting had been held with the WRVS luncheon club to discuss problems with the cooker in the village hall & subsequently a letter had been sent to the contractor requesting an immediate resolution to the problem.

There would be a further meeting of the West Liss Pavilion advisory group on 28th March & a questionnaire had been sent to potential users.

Cllr Duckham felt that all potential village user groups should be considered.

39/11 Report of the Grounds Committee of 14th March 

The minutes of the meeting of 14th March, proposed by Cllr Mayo & seconded by Cllr Baker, were approved unanimously. 

Cllr Duckham asked what progress was being made on the dumped chippings in Andlers Ash Road. The Clerk replied that none so far but a resident had volunteered to keep an eye on it.

Cllr Wright asked what details the proposed Riverside Walk leaflet would contain. The Clerk replied that a funding application had been made to HCC but no decision on content had been made.

Cllr P Payne asked if EHDC could be requested to scrape the Riverside Walk footpath surface at a point where heavy machinery had caused mud build up. The Clerk would action this.

40/11 Reports from outside bodies

The Clerk reported that Mr Crofton had submitted a report on the Rake Village Hall management Committee. It was operating well but Mr Crofton had requested that LPC appoint a Councillor to represent them as he felt this would match Rogate PC’s position.

In addition, the RVHMC warned that they would be applying for funding towards internal & external maintenance.

Cllr Duckham had attended a meeting of HALC on 19th March.

Cllr Mann reported that he had not been able to attend trust meetings for the Crossover due to holidays.

The Chairman said that, with other Members, he had attended a meeting with the police & HCC to examine possibilities to resolve parking issues outside of Tescos. One possibility was moving the bus stop to a different location. Cllr Duckham felt that this would penalise those, sometimes disabled, pedestrian users for the benefit of lazy & illegal car parkers.

The Chairman informed the meeting that, along with the Clerk, he would be meeting with the NCPFT & Tennis Club representatives on 25th March to discuss court surfacing.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.53hrs

Next meeting:  Monday 18th April 2011 19.30hrs

3

