LISS PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of Liss Parish Council took place on 20th September 2010.

Members

Mr R Mullenger, *Mr G Baker, *Mr K Budden, Mr J Duckham, *Mrs S Halstead, *Mr H Linsley, Mrs G Logan, *Mr N McInnes, *Mr L Mann, *Mr B Mayo, Mr M Payne ,*Mr P Payne & *Ms A Wright.

* Present

In attendance: County Councillor Mr V Clarke, District Councillors Mrs E Cartwright & Mrs J Onslow, 2 members of the press & approximately 18 members of the public. 

Apologies: Cllr Duckham, Cllr G Logan, Cllr R Mullenger & Cllr M Payne.

103/10 Declarations of interests

Cllr Budden declared a personal interest in any skatebowl matters to be discussed.

Cllr Wright declared a personal interest in matters relating to the Village Design Group.

104/10 Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman welcomed new Cllr N McInnes and explained the process of co-option.

Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments from the public.

105/10 The Revised Village Design Statement

M Effenberg, Chairman of the Village Design Group, explained that section two had been amended and the document was now ready for LPC to agree the wording, before sending to EHDC for adoption.

A motion to approve the Village Design Statement, proposed by Cllr Halstead and seconded by Cllr Payne, was approved unanimously.

The Chairman thanked the Village Design Group for many years of hard work put into creating the document.

106/10 Report of County Councillor

County Councillor Mr Clarke said that Damian Hinds, MP for East Hampshire had raised a question in the House of Commons to Philip Hammond, Secretary of State for Transport regarding plans for the Ham Barn roundabout.  He reported that P Hammond had replied stating there were no plans to replace the Ham Barn roundabout with a flyover on the basis that the projected increase in traffic is less than 10%.

Cllr Clarke reported that work is proceeding on the basis that the HCC Government Grant which is 20% of HCC spending will be cut by 40% this equates  to an 8% reduction.

Cllr Clarke reported that all the requested salt bins requested fell within budget and had been approved.

Cllr Clark reported that the annual NHS health survey showed people’s health in the area to be well above average.

Cllr Clarke also reported the death of County Councillor David Kirk.  Cllr Halstead said that Mr Kirk was a strong supporter of Parish Councils and will be missed.

107/10 Report of District Councillor

District Councillor Mrs Cartwright reported that, following the resignation as Leader of District Councillor Mr D Parkinson, a new Leader will be elected on 23rd September.

Cllr Cartwright reported that a slimmed down delivery board had been approved for the Eco Town.

Cllr Cartwright reported that planned work on Riverside Walk bridges will go ahead thanks to Leader funding .

Cllr Halstead asked whether a formal date has been set for the army to leave Bordon.  Cllr Cartwright replied that no date had been set. 

108/10 Minutes of the meeting of 19th July 2010

The minutes of the meeting of 19th July 2010, proposed by Cllr Baker and seconded by Cllr Budden, were approved unanimously.

109/10 – Matters Arising

109/10 i Letter received from Newman Collard Playing Fields Trust (NCPFT)

The Chairman read a letter from Newman Collard Playing Fields Trust stating “that NCPFT now rescind permission for a skate park to be built on Trust land”.

Cllr Payne asked the Chairman and Vice Chairman why they had not replied to his email asking them to confirm they had no formal or informal discussions with any members of NCPFT since their election to posts.

The Chairman replied that he considered the email disingenuous and intimidating as Councillor P Payne was fully aware that contact had taken place and felt that it was inappropriate to respond by email.  He added that it would be irresponsible for the chairman not to have spoken with the trust as they were our major partners in the village and it was necessary to maintain good communication with the trust.  The Chairman also pointed out that he had attended the NCPFT AGM, spoken to several members and Cllr Payne was also present at that meeting.  The Chairman stated he had not had any meeting with NCPFT in relation to their decision to withdraw permission.

The Vice Chairman replied saying she had not considered the question straightforward and regularly spoke to members who were friends and acquaintances.  The Vice Chairman stated she had not had any conversations with NCPFT on this matter before the letter arrived and had distanced herself from any organised opposition and from any meetings with the Trust. 

Cllr Payne thanked the Chairman and Vice Chairman for their responses but said he still felt the Chairman and Vice Chairman should have responded to the original email and not ignored it.

The Chairman and Vice Chairman re-iterated that no conversation on this issue had taken place with NCPFT members. 

The Chairman read a report from Cllr Mullenger (not present), who had attended the NCPFT meeting when the decision was made.  The report included Cllr Mullenger's observations and considerations of NCPFT's decision.

Cllr Baker read his letter sent to NCPFT, resigning as Appointed Trustee to NCPFT and detailing the reasons for this decision.

Cllr Payne expressed disappointment that NCPFT had come to this decision and  said a lot of time and work had been put into investigating this site.  Cllr Payne said that NCPFT should be asked to reimburse LPC for costs incurred.  The Chairman suggested that LPC should defer this request until a meeting with the trust chairman had been held after  her return from holiday.

Cllr Budden proposed the following motion:

“In view of the unsuitability of any of the skate facility sites considered to date Liss Parish Council resolve to:

i. Abandon all attempts to place such a facility on previously considered sites

ii. Agree to consider the viability of any new sites proposed by any member of the public, the proposal to be made to the clerk in writing

iii. If any sites in (ii) are considered viable to then hold FULL public consultation on any site(s)

iv. To work with the Scouts, and any other appropriate organization, towards the badly needed renewal of their current accommodation using any funds available from the skate facility

v. To thank Councillor Paddy Payne and others for the effort they have put into the skate facility over the last 10 years.”

The motion was seconded by Cllr Halstead but defeated 4 to 5.

Cllr Payne proposed the following motion:

“Liss Parish Council resolves to task a skatebowl sub-committee, to fully review the two sites which formed the public consultation process in 2008.  These sites being one at West Liss Recreation Ground and one on Liss Parish owned land adjacent to the tennis courts on the Newman Collard Recreation Ground.  The committee will report back to full council with a comprehensive up to date detailed analysis of the criteria of each site for full council to consider and come to an appropriate decision.”

Members discussed this motion at length and several amendments were suggested.  The Chairman asked members whether they were happy to agree changes at the meeting but concluded that further work was necessary and the motion should be presented to the October council meeting after councilors had agreed that they should work on a revised motion.  Cllr Payne withdrew the motion.

110/10 – Schedule of payments – Main Account

	Chq. No.
	
	
	
	
	£
	

	 1503
	J Meader - repairs to LCR equipment
	
	27.90
	

	 1504
	U Do-DIY - hanging baskets/grounds costs
	
	52.60
	

	 1505
	Cancelled
	
	
	
	0.00
	

	 1506
	Mr Norburby - repairs to footbridge
	
	19.92
	

	 1507
	Mrs S Halstead - village enhancement costs
	
	21.60
	

	 1508
	Brewers - paint for garage
	
	
	43.68
	

	 1509
	Viking Direct - scanner & camera
	
	311.42
	

	 1510
	A Healey - copier costs
	
	
	30.10
	

	 1511
	AXA Insurance - tractor insurance
	
	123.90
	

	 1512
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins NCPF
	
	106.55
	

	 1513
	HCC - pension costs August
	
	
	889.99
	

	 1514
	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 5
	
	1598.78
	

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 5
	
	
	4295.72
	

	DD
	AOL -July 
	
	
	
	14.99
	

	 1515
	White Rose - mower fuel
	
	
	92.07
	

	 1516
	U-Do DIY - office & grounds costs
	
	40.26
	

	 1517
	A Thornton Ltd - village centre project costs
	
	223.25
	

	 1518
	Winchester garden Machinery - grounds costs
	
	56.71
	

	 1519
	Viking Direct - stationery
	
	
	30.75
	

	 1520
	HCC - pension costs Sept
	
	
	889.99
	

	 1521
	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 6
	
	1614.60
	

	 1522
	U-Do DIY - office & grounds costs
	
	27.54
	

	 1523
	Hilliers - bulbs for WLRA/LFRA/LiB
	
	79.09
	

	 1524
	White Rose - mower fuel grds/LCR
	
	58.15
	

	 1525
	J Peters - car park repairs
	
	
	1524.32
	

	 1526
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins NCPF
	
	95.76
	

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 6
	
	
	4335.49
	

	DD
	AOL -August 
	
	
	
	14.99
	

	
	
	
	
	
	16620.12


111/10 – Schedule of payments – Charities Account

	Chq No.
	
	
	£
	

	 701
	B Cleary - wiondow cleaning
	
	26.00
	

	 702
	Ampella - village hall boiler service
	
	179.01
	

	 703
	Magnet Ltd - balance of kitchen
	
	47.71
	

	 704
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins West Liss, Jly
	
	50.43
	

	 705
	HCC - pension costs August
	
	194.34
	

	 706
	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 5
	
	84.01
	

	 707
	Southern Water - village hall supply
	
	76.54
	

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 5
	
	672.71
	

	 708
	Mrs A Mann - replacement wheels heated trolley
	
	33.16
	

	 709
	HCC - pension costs September
	
	194.34
	

	 710
	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 6
	
	84.01
	

	 711
	U Do DIY - village hall costs
	
	8.06
	

	 712
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - refuse bins West Liss, Aug
	
	50.43
	

	DD
	British Gas - village hall supply
	
	167.06
	

	Trf.
	Salaries - month 6
	
	672.71
	

	
	
	
	2540.52


112/10 Correspondence

A schedule of the main correspondence received and the following agreed:

i. Local Government - Consultation on referendums to counter excessive council tax rises – Clerk has responded.

ii. EHDC - Local Transport Plan 3 – consultation – Cllr Budden and Clerk to prepare response.

iii. EHDC - Clerks liaison meeting with EHDC 10.11.10 – Clerk to attend.

iv. EHDC - Concessionary travel update – HCC to agree details Oct 2010.

v. EHAPTC - Agenda for meeting 08.09.10 – circulated.

vi. DoT - Action on reducing street clutter – no action.

vii. HALC Building communities conference, Winchester 23.03.11 – attendees welcome.

viii. CPRE – Parish Seminar, Winchester 11.11.10 – bring to Cllr Mullenger's attention.

ix. EHDC – Green Infrastructure Strategy – circulated.

113/10 To consider a motion proposed by the Chairman on 19th July but adjourned until September 

“Liss Parish Council resolves to set up a sub committee to review the decision by creating a matrix with weighted criteria.  The matrix will then be scored for all sites that have been considered by the council or suggested by the public.  The Implementation Group will continue their work in parallel as appropriate.  The sub-committee will report to Council at its next meeting”.

The Chairman withdrew this motion.

114/10 Appointments to Committees and outside bodies

Cllr McInnes was appointed to the Planning, Buildings and Highways Committees.

The Chairman said that a vacancy had arisen on the Newman Collard Playing Fields Trust, following the resignation of Cllr Baker.  Cllr Payne raised concerns over the position of Councillors on the Trust who had to declare interests and were not being able to vote on Newman Collard matters in Council.  Councillors agreed to discuss representation on the Trust at a later date.

115/10 Reports of the Planning Committee of 26th July, 23rd August and 13th September 

The minutes of the meetings of 26th July, 23rd August and 13th September, proposed by Cllr P Payne and seconded by Cllr Budden, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Wright agreed to attend the LDF Core Strategy Meeting on 23rd September.

116/10 Report of the Finance Committee of 2nd August

The minutes of the meeting of 2nd August, proposed by Cllr Wright and seconded by Cllr Halstead, were unanimously approved.

117/10 Report of the Buildings Committee of 6th September

The minutes of the meeting of 6th September, proposed by Cllr Mayo and seconded by Cllr Baker, were unanimously approved.

118/10 Report of the Grounds Committee of 6th September

Plans for further improvements on LPC owned land on Riverside Walk, proposed by Cllr Halstead and seconded by Cllr Budden were unanimously approved.

Councillors agreed that plans to repair and replace safety surfaces and Newman Collard and Liss Forest were necessary due to general wear and tear.

The minutes of the meeting of 6th September, proposed by Cllr Mayo and seconded by Cllr Budden, were unanimously approved.

119/10 Reports from outside bodies

Liss & Greatham Sick Poor Fund (LGSPF)

Cllr Budden read a letter from LGSPF recommending changes to the regulation scheme.  The changes, proposed by Cllr Budden and seconded by Cllr Mayo, were unanimously approved.

NCPFT

Cllr Baker updated members on issues arising from NCPFT meeting.

i. Football container – clarification required from EHDC.

ii. Painting of Groundsman’s Hut – awaiting work date from the Community Payback Team.

iii. Car park re-surfacing – complete.

iv. Car park bollards – no decision has yet been made whether NCPFT will contribute.

Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)

Cllr Halstead updated members on items discussed at HALC meeting of 08.09.10:

1. HALC members agreed an increased precept of 4% and 8% and EHDC had subsequently agreed to a 4% rise.

2. HALC AGM 23.10.10 – Cllr Linsley & Cllr Duckham to attend.

The meeting was closed at 22.00hrs

Next meeting:  Monday 18th October at 19.30hrs

Notes on Public Participation 20th September 2010

1 – Mrs Ditchburn asked for clarification of the matrix and weighted criteria to be used in the motion proposed by the Chairman to consider the skatebowl decision.  Mrs Ditchburn asked why it was necessary to go back to two sites which had already been deemed unsuitable.  Mrs Ditchburn said she felt the whole procedure was frustrating and remained the most contentious issue in the village.

The Chairman explained that the motion was raised in the June meeting, however, there was no time to discuss the motion and, as a result, the motion was automatically carried forward to July, when Council agreed to defer it to September due to a letter from the NCPFT).  He explained that if the motion is passed, LPC would welcome public suggestions for the criteria to be used.

2 – Mr Seymour asked what the decision on the chosen skatebowl site was.

The Chairman replied that a letter had been received from the Newman Collard Playing Fields Trust withdrawing the offer to allow a skatebowl in the Memorial gardens.  He said that this would be discussed under Matters Arising.

3 – Mr Hicks asked whether LPC could not find something more suitable for Liss youth, for example improving the drainage of Newman Collard football pitches.

The Chairman replied that LPC had considered other options and always voted to go ahead with plans to build a skatebowl.  He also said that LPC always welcome public suggestions.

Cllr Halstead said that LPC were aware of the drainage problems at Newman Collard and two previous attempts had been made to improve drainage issues.

4 – Mr Harris asked what work was currently being carried out at Ham Barn roundabout.

The Chairman replied that LPC were unaware of any work and would endeavour to find out.

5 - Mr Harris asked when LPC will be reviewing the plans for Whitegates and raised concerns that this is a substantial development.

Cllr Halstead replied saying outline permission had been granted but no further information had been made available by the development company.  Cllr Halstead said that LPC were very much against the proposal and had objected.

5 – Mr Seymour asked what happens next if the Chairman’s motion, item 13, fails.

The Chairman said that LPC would be in the same current situation.

6 – Mr Seymour asked about the status of the West Liss Pavilion project

The Chairman replied saying that LPC were currently discussing project costs.

7 – Mr Dent asked whether the withdrawal of the offer to build a skatebowl in the Memorial Gardens, meant it was no longer possible to consider this site?

The Chairman confirmed this to be the case.

8 – Mr Seymour asked that, should a referendum on the skatebowl be necessary, how long will the skatebowl issue go on?  Mr Seymour suggested that skatebowl funds should go towards the West Liss Pavilion project.

9 – Mrs Ditchburn suggested that £5000 could be taken from the existing skatebowl funds to fund a referendum.

The Chairman said that LPC had previously chosen not to continue with the referendum option.

6

