LISS PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of Liss Parish Council took place on 21st September 2009.
Members

*Mr R Mullenger, Mr G Baker, *Mr J Duckham, *Mrs S Halstead, *Mr H Linsley, *Mrs G Logan,  Mr L Mann, *Mr B Mayo, *Mr M Payne &  *Mr P Payne.
* Present

Apologies: Councillors Baker & Mann.

In attendance: County Councillor Mr V Clarke, District Councillors Mrs E Cartwright & Mrs J Onslow, eleven members of the public & one member of the press.

103/09 Declarations of interests

Cllr Mullenger declared  a prejudicial interest on any matters relating to the NCPF Trust arising from his position as  a trustee on that organisation.  
104/09 Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman was glad to report that work on the replacement of the village centre paving had re-commenced.

He added that he was pleased to announce that EHDC had approved the release of Developers’ contributions Funds for two village projects, one for the enhancement of the entrance to the Riverside Walk & the other for the regeneration of allotments on the Princes Bridge site.

The Chairman thanked Mr Grant on behalf of Members as well as residents for his involvement in the scheme to fit new gates as well as a stream crossing on the footpath at Ten Acre Field at its junction with the Riverside Walk. He also thanked the other agencies involved in the project, HCC Rights of Way, Hampshire Probation Service & EHDC.

He also informed the meeting that a new footpath from Station Road to the play equipment on West Liss recreation ground had been installed & it provided easy access for all users.

105/09 Presentation by M Healey of EHDC Environmental Protection

on the repair of three bridges on the Riverside Walk

Mr Healey said that, following a safety inspection, it was recognised that the three bridges required significant expenditure to be brought up to an acceptable standard. It was felt that major structural repair to the timberwork was more cost effective than the continued year on year repairs.

He had secured SEEDA funding of £50k over three years as well as one off payments of £4k from EHDC & £4.5k from the SDNP authority. It was intended to give the three bridges individual themes to reflect the history of the Railway Walk; one bridge reflecting its environmental background, one its connection to the military railway & one to its cinematic involvement.
Mr Healey tabled the proposed design for the bridges & then Mr Melton, the construction contractor gave a briefing on the design & construction method.

Cllr Duckham asked what supports would be used for the bridges & Mr Melton explained that they would be using the existing supports & foundations.
Cllr Mayo asked if the timberwork would be carried out on site & Mr Melton confirmed that it would.

The Clerk asked if any closure of the footpath would be necessary & Mr Healey said that it would not.

Cllr Mayo asked what process would be used for the interpretation signage. Mr Healey replied that it would be done in consultation with the community.
Cllr Linsley asked if the width of the bridges would be as existing & Mr Melton replied that it would be governed by the existing framework.

Cllr P Payne asked how much was being spent on maintenance & Mr Healey replied that it was about £2.5k every 5 years.

Cllr P Payne asked what cost implication there was for LPC & Mr Healey replied that he only required LPC to meet the cost of the cleaning of the framework.

Cllr P Payne asked what the intended height of the railings was & Mr Healey replied 6 ft.

Members then agreed a period of adjournment to take questions on the project from the public.

The Chairman then asked Mr Healey when the first bridge was to be done & which bridge was first & was told that the aim was to complete Rose bridge by the end of February 2010. Mr Healey hoped to have Dr Rose’s brother carry out the opening ceremony.

The Chairman asked that EHDC ensure communication with LPC & LCR was maintained throughout the project.

Mr Healey said that it was hoped to have the cinematic themed bridge opening on 1st April 2011 to coincide with the of the SDNP.

The Chairman thanked Mr Healey & Mr Melton for the presentation.

106/09 Report from the VDG on the Business & Commerce section of the Village plan

The report had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting.
Mrs Effenberg gave a brief summary of the report.
Cllr Halstead asked if carehome businesses had been included as they are a major employer in the area & Mrs Effenberg replied that she would need to refer to background documentation.

The Chairman asked when the 1% unemployment figure quoted was based & Mrs Effenberg replied that it was two years ago.

Cllr P Payne commented that there was no recommendation for small business units & Mrs Effenberg replied that the compiling committee had investigated the possibility of hot desk units in Liss & concluded that it could not be done.

After further discussion it was agreed that the document would be revised where appropriate & then submitted to October Council for adoption.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Effenberg & the VDG committee for their work.

Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments on general issues.
107/09 Report of County Councillor

Cllr Clarke reported that HCC Highways had found £3m of funds & that £300k would be spent on 30mph restrictions & £2.4m on improving minor & C roads.

Commenting on the SDNP structure Cllr Clarke said that small parishes were indicating that they wanted the same representation as larger councils & this was a problem.

Cllr Clarke said that he had approved £1k of his devolved budget towards the Community Centre courtyard project as well as earmarking funding for the Crossover Centre & the WRVS kitchen project.

Cllr P Payne commented that it might be worth HCC Highways holding back on some 30mph work as some village centre would benefit from 20mph schemes.

108/09 Reports of District Councillors

District Councillor Mrs Cartwright reported that EHDC had given temporary planning approval for the traveller site in Greatham because they were required to discount other land ownerships; EHDC were now beholden to find a permanent site so did not expect to renew this approval.

At EHDC Cabinet on 9th September transport had been discussed; the bus service 73 had been saved till April with EHDC putting in £2450.

There was also a proposal for the Shipwrights way cyclepath from Alice Holt to the Queen Elizabeth Country Park, via Liss, discussed.

The Rural Transport Feasibility Study was expected soon.
The Cabinet had approved the Core Strategy of the LDF & had set a target date. The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment had been discussed; sites in Andlers Ash Road & Kippences were included. It was unlikely that these SHLAA sites would be needed as EHDC were exceeding the development quota in other areas.
EHDC had agreed its response to the SDNP structure consultation. With regard to the budget income was down as was investment income, target savings had been identified.

EHDC now had the new shared post Chief Executive, Sandy Hopkins, in post.

Cllr P Payne asked if SHLAA sites were specifically for affordable housing & was told they were not.

Cllr Linsley asked why the £1m for public transport quoted by EHDC Cllr Carter had been reduced to £600k & Cllr Cartwright replied that the feasibility study had not been completed yet.

Cllr Logan reported that EHDC’s consultation on the development briefs for reserve sites was running from 9th September to 23rd October. At the Community Forum there had been presentations on the Hampshire Health & Wellbeing Strategy as well as the Local Explorer Scheme.

109/09 Minutes of the meetings of  20th July 2009
The minutes of the Council meeting of 20th July, proposed by Cllr Duckham & seconded by Cllr Logan, were agreed unanimously.
110/09 Matters arising from the meeting of  20th July  2009
There were no matters arising.

111/09 Schedule of payments – Main Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the main account, proposed by Cllr Halstead & seconded by Cllr Logan, was approved:

	
	
	
	£

	Chq. No.

£

 1300

N Berriman - stage payment DDA footpath

5060.00

 1301

Southern Trailers - LCR costs

36.80

 1302

D Bain - tree surgery NCPF

820.00

 1303

Petty Cash

100.00

 1304

AXA - tractor insurance

123.90

 1305

Travis Perkins - materials for stile/bridge

662.38

 1306

J Smith - materials for stile/bridge

93.15

 1307

Centrewire Ltd - kissing gates

627.90

 1308

N Berriman - balance of DDA footpath

1638.75

 1309

Winchester Garden Machinery - grounds/LCR costs

174.53

 1310

White Rose - Grounds fuel costs

85.81

 1311

A Healey - copier costs

29.24

 1312

Viking Direct - stationery

117.83

 1313

HCC - CRB clearance on staff

59.75

 1314

SMP Playgrounds - swing cradle chains

184.69

 1315

Playdale Playgrounds - swing cradles

290.95

 1316

U-Do DIY - grounds & cctv costs

28.21

 1317

Cancelled

 1318

Veolia ES (UK) Ltd  - Bins NCPF July 09

114.31

 1319

HCC - pension costs August

850.78

 1320

Post Office - tax & NI month 4

1537.24

Trf.

Salaries - month 5

4147.38

 1321

Dell Computers - office replacement

844.10

 1322

U-Do DIY - grounds & office costs

72.94

 1323

SMP Playgrounds - swing chains

172.04

 1324

Travis Perkins - materials for stile/bridge

42.65

 1325

Liss Garage Services - puncture repair

16.04

 1326

White Rose - Grounds fuel costs

138.75

 1327

Audit Commission - final 2008/09 fee

632.50

 1328

Centrewire - grounds costs

112.70

 1329

Veolia ES (UK) Ltd  - Bins NCPF Aug 09

91.45

 1330

Winchester Garden Machinery - grounds/LCR costs

189.79

 1331

HCC - pension costs September

850.78

 1332

Post Office - tax & NI month 5

1575.68

Trf.

Salaries - month 6

4192.63

DD

BT - telephone account

218.14

DD

AOL - July 09

14.99

DD

AOL - Aug 09

14.99

25963.77


	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


112/09 Schedule of payments – Charities Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the charities account, proposed by Cllr Duckham and seconded by Cllr linsley, was approved:

	.
Chq No.

£

 599

B Cleary – window cleaning
26.00

 600

Petty Cash

100.00

 601

Lift & Shift - skip for allotment

230.00

 602

U-Do DIY - village hall costs

5.51

 603

Gopak - chair buffers

32.78

 604

Cancelled

 605

HCC - cleaning materials V hall

20.09

 606

Southern Water - V Halll waste water

89.01

 607

Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - bins West Liss rec

54.11

 608

HCC - pension costs August

182.55

 609

Post Office - tax & NI month 4

72.16

Trf.

Salaries - month 5

651.18

 610

U-Do DIY - allotment & village hall costs

28.98

 611

Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - bins West Liss rec

43.29

 612

Clear Round Pest Control - wasp nest West Liss rec

46.00

 613

EHDC - temp. event notice for 20th Nov

21.00

 614

HCC - pension costs September

182.55

 615

Post Office - tax & NI month 5

72.16

Trf.

Salaries - month 6

651.18

DD

British Gas - village hall supply

72.83

2581.38


	
	
	


113/09 Schedule of correspondence

A schedule of the main correspondence received was presented and the following agreed:

i) Cllr Mayo & Mr Grant would attend the RDPE Leader workshop on 6th October.

ii) Cllr P Payne would attend the induction service for the new Rector on 30th September.

iii) The Clerk would write to our MP expressing concerns over the LGPIH Act.

iv) Cllr Halstead would represent LPC at the AGM of HALC on 10th October with Cllr Duckham who was already appointed.

v) The vacancy for a position on EHDC’s Standards Board would be drawn to the attention of Mrs Paren.

vi) The Clerk would respond to the stakeholder survey by AMEY.

vii) Cllr Halstead would attend the Natural England  SDNP conference on 19th October.

viii) The Clerk would attend the AGM of HCC Pension fund on 30th September.

ix) A letter of  appreciation would be sent to Mr D Philips for his help during his time as EHDC’s Head of Planning.

x) The compensation gift from Cable & Wireless for noise nuisance would be put towards specific planting, possibly at the Riverside Walk, in the village.

114/09 Reports of the Planning Committees of  27th july, 24th August & 14th September 

The minutes of the meetings of 27th July, 24th August & 14th Septembet, proposed by Cllr Linsley & seconded by Cllr Mayo, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Halstead commented on the problem of submitting supplementary evidence on fast track planning appeals & ensuring that LPC’s statements to EHDC South Planning were passed to the Inspector. This would be raised at the larger Councils Forum on 30th September.

At this point Members agreed an extension of the meeting by no more than 30 minutes.

115/09 Report of the finance  Committee of  10th August 

The minutes of the meeting of 10th August, proposed by Cllr Mayo & seconded by Cllr P Payne, were unanimously approved.

Commenting on the grant application by the Community Association, Cllr Linsley proposed that the decision be left to the Chairman of the Council & the Chairman of Finance.

Cllr Halstead declared a prejudicial interest arising from her position as the LPC appointed trustee on that organisation.

The motion proposed, by Cllr Linsley & seconded by Cllr Duckham, was passed with a limit to any grant made of £1k.

116/09 Report of the Buildings  Committee of  7th September 

The minutes of the meeting of 7th September, proposed by Cllr Mayo & seconded by Cllr Logan, were unanimously approved.

117/09 report of the Grounds Committee of 7th September
The minutes of the meeting of 7th September, proposed by Cllr P Payne & seconded by Cllr Logan, were unanimously approved.

Cllr Mayo informed the meeting that Mr Grant had agreed to project manage the Riverside Walk Entrance enhancement scheme.

Cllr Halstead said that the repairs to the contractor’s works on tennis court three had not yet been made; the Clerk would follow this up.
118/09 Appointment to outside body 

Cllr Halstead, proposed by Cllr M Payne & seconded by Cllr Linsley, was unanimously appointed as LPC representative on the Coryton Alms Houses Trust.

119/09 Reports of representatives to outside bodies

Cllr Duckham had attended the quarterly meeting of the EHAPTC on 9th September & reported that 17 Chairmen & representatives had attended.

Cllr Logan had attended the Rail Users Forum where ticket office opening times & lengthy barrier closures had been discussed.

Cllr Halstead had attended the AGM of the Community Centre.

Cllr Halstead reported that the village Xmas event would be held on 9th December with the tree lighting ceremony on 4th December.

Cllr Halstead reported that a pilot scheme for parish lengthsmen was running & felt that if it was successful then LPC should bid to be included.

Cllr Halstead reported that the Calor Gas Good Village scheme had been dropped.

Cllr Linsley had attended the EHAPTC meeting where the SDNP structure had been debated.

The Chairman said that he would circulate the NCPF committee meeting notes prepared by Cllr Baker.

The meeting was closed at 21.59 hrs
Next meeting:  Monday 19th October  at 19.30hrs

Notes on Public Participation 21st September 2009
First adjournment: (Riverside Walk Bridge repairs)
Mrs Effenberg asked what the expected life expectancy of the repairs was & what maintenance was required & Mr Melton replied 100 years & that once a year the timber should be washed off.

Mr Meader requested that Liss Conservation Rangers be involved with the project as they had concerns over the themes of the project.

Mr Grant asked when was it was expected that frames would need cleaning & Mr Melton replied that a logistics meeting was required.

Mr Meader asked to be included in the logistics team.

Mr Seymour asked if the bridges would still be able to support vehicles & Mr Melton replied that the original framework carried steam engines.

Mr Meader asked  what the rail height for the bottom rail was to be & was told that it had not been decided yet.

Mrs Onslow requested that no metal handrails be considered.
Second adjournment 
Mr Budden asked for an update on the skatebowl project.

The Chairman said that there had been a meeting on 17th September that included NCPF representation. Quotes for sound surveys were now being obtained. Following a sound survey planning approval would be sought if necessary.

Mr White asked what the timescale was & the Chairman replied that it was months & work would probably not commence until spring 2010.

Mr Seymour said that the crossing at Station Road required signage & that in points on Station Road the manholes were below road surface level & made noise.

The Clerk would speak to HCC Highways about these matters.

Mr Seymour asked why houses in Station Road had been left half built for 6 years & was told that developers could not be forced to complete work.

