LISS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Highways, Footpaths & Transport Committee meeting held on 4th October 2010

MEMBERS


 *H Linsley

   *S Halstead

   G Logan


 *L Mann (Chairman)
   *R Mullenger
                *N McInnes       

                 M Payne

     P Payne                           *A Wright

               

Co-opted members  - Mr C Seymour (WLRA); *Mr A Grant (LFRA)

                                                                         *Present

Apologies:  
 Cllrs Logan, P Payne & M Payne.

In attendance:       Cllr Budden.

23/T10 – Declarations of Interests

There were no declaration of interests.

24/T10 – Minutes of Meeting 12th July 2010

17/T10 – A3 Ham Barn Roundabout – It was noted that HCC Highways had indicated that there were no plans at present for works to the roundabout. It was agreed that when & if any project came forward then LPC would need to be closely involved as there was a possible impact on routes through the village.

17/T10 – Roundabout at Flexcombe/Farnham road junction. It was noted that EHDC had approved the planning application for the installation of advertising signage on the roundabout. The signage was reduced in size from the original application; the roundabout was to be planted with wild flower & shrub seed.

Meeting with HCC Highways East Officer – Cllr Halstead reported that a meeting had been held to pursue the removal of excess & misleading signage at the Hillbrow/London Road junction & the misleading school patrol sign on Hill Brow Road. Cllr Halstead expressed frustration at the length of time taken to carry out these requests; this was partly due to the transfer of responsibilities to the PFI operators.

Action: Clerk to follow up with HCC Highways

20/T10 – Road hazard on Farnham Road – The Chairman asked if the police had taken any action & the Clerk said that he had no knowledge of any action.

25/T10 – Highways and Pathways

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from HCC stating that 6 grit bins were to be installed in Liss. This compared with a request for 10 bins & there were also discrepancies in the proposed locations. After discussion it was agreed that a letter be sent to HCC asking why they had decided on different locations to the ones that LPC had requested as these were based on local knowledge of the areas in need.

Action: Clerk to register LPC concerns.

The Clerk reported that HCC Highways had submitted a schedule of works under their Operation Restore programme. The only work scheduled for Liss was the resurfacing of Duckmead lane & this had already been carried out.

Cllr McInnes raised concerns over the state of pavements in Andlers Ash Road that he felt were not fit for purpose. He had accompanied a HCC Highways officer to inspect the pavements but felt that HCC were unlikely to sanction the expenditure; nevertheless, Cllr McInnes felt that LPC should keep these concerns on record & ensure that HCC Highways were aware of the matter. He added that there were also concerns with flooding on the carriageway at the Andlers Ash/Hilliers end & additionally that the pavements in Andlers Ash needed a sweep to remove surface dressing material that had been blown or washed off the road.

Cllr McInnes also raised concerns over residents in Andlers Ash Road parking on the pavement; this forced pedestrians to use the carriageway putting themselves at risk from moving traffic. This parking was an offence under the Road Traffic Act & police had a duty to take action.

The Chairman said that LPC were aware of these issues & had visited the site with police & carried out a letter drop to residents requesting them to cease such illegal parking. Additionally LPC were aware that the majority of pavements in Liss were in poor order

Cllr Mullenger said that it must not be assumed that HCC would not have any budget available for maintenance works.

Action: Clerk to ensure that HCC Highways & County Councillor aware of concerns

Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments from Cllr Budden.

Cllr Budden asked if LPC would agree to the removal of the BT call box in Liss Forest that was in poor repair & unused.

The meeting was reconvened & Members discussed the suggestion together with the possible removal of the BT call box at West Liss recreation ground. It was decided that LPC would not want to inherit a maintenance legacy from BT’s offer for LPC top adopt the call boxes. It was agreed that LAHS should be approached to see if they were willing to adopt the boxes; if they were not then BT would be requested to remove them.

Action: Clerk to contact LAHS.

The draft plans for the extension of the 30mph restriction in Forest Road were discussed. It was understood that LPC would be consulted on the final detail of the scheme when the traffic order had been passed. 

Mr Grant asked what progress had been achieved on the completion of the footpath from Liss Forest to the Longmoor car park & reminded Members that the kerbing had been installed some time ago but the pavement surface not installed.

Cllr Halstead reminded Members that there was a HAT meeting on 12th October & that this would be an opportunity to raise the matter & also what had happened to the prioritised works list that LPC had supplied..

Action: Clerk to contact HCC traffic management.

26/T10
Public Transport matters

Members agreed a period of adjournment to receive reports from Cllr Budden.

Cllr Budden had completed the HCC consultation on their public transport strategy. He felt that it was mainly urbancentric & failed to address rural problems. He recognised that their operations restore & resilience were important but felt that greater use of mini bus link schemes to link with the network would provide greater continuity. He also felt that the 25 year strategy was excessive as much could change in that timescale.

Cllr Budden reported that he was still chasing Network Rail for the provision of a shelter on the down-line side at the railway station.

Cllr Budden reported that there were some problems with the 37 bus service. Usage had increased on the Alton service but the Havant to Liss Forest service had timetable problems that created later & later services. He felt that the addition of 5 minutes to the schedule could overcome these problems.

The Chairman asked Cllr Budden if there was any chance of Network Rail installing a ticket machine on the up-line side & Cllr Budden said that he understood that new style machines that accepted on-line bookings & took prepayments were being rolled out.

The meeting was then reconvened.

The Clerk reported that he had received concerns relating to the bus pass scheme being taken over by HCC. Cllr Linsley said that HCC were currently consulting on the scheme but it was likely that the benefits would be less than the old EHDC scheme.

27/T10
Parking & Traffic issues

Cllr Mullenger informed the meeting that HCC had installed traffic monitoring equipment in Hawkley Road.

The Chairman asked Members if the purchase of a temporary speed  limit reminder sign should be put forward to the LPC budget process. The cost of the sign & bracket was £2710; if additional posts were needed then a cost of £611 per post would arise but it was hoped that existing road sign posts could be utilised HCC carried out the redeployments then an annual cost of £1210 for 5 locations would arise. It was also possible that a neighbouring parish might like to participate in sharing the purchase.

Following discussion Members were asked to vote on the proposal & with a split vote the Chairman used his casting vote to carry the proposal that the project be included in the budget process.

Action: Clerk to include in budget & canvas other Councils to share cost.

28/T10
 Footpaths/ROWs

The Clerk reported that the HCC rights of way officer responsible for Liss & surrounding areas had left the post & that HCC would not be replacing him.

29/T10
AOB

Cllr Wright informed the meeting that EHDC would be progressing the Shipwrights Way scheme in sections but the Liss section would be delayed due to technical issue. The financing of the project had been secured.

Next meeting:  24th January 2011, 7.30pm

