LISS PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of Liss Parish Council took place on 19th December 2011.

Members

 Mrs S Brown, *Mr K Budden, Mrs A Cains, Mrs R Chads, *Mrs S Halstead, *Mr H Linsley (Chairman), *Mrs G Logan, *Mr L Mann, *Mr B Mayo, * Mr P Payne, *Mr E Thomas, Mr P Thompson & *Ms A Wright.

* Present

Clerk: R Bowery.

In attendance: County Councillor Mr V Clarke, District Councillor Mrs J Gray, PC A Smith, Mr M Healey (EHDC), fourteen members of the public & one member of the press. 

Apologies: Cllrs Brown, Cains, Chads & Thompson. District Councillor Mrs J Onslow.

162/11 Declarations of interests

Cllr Halstead declared a prejudicial interest in the subscription payment to the Hants Playing Fields Association, as detailed in the schedule of cheques, arising from her position on the board of that organisation.

163/11 Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman congratulated all those who had worked so hard to make the Liss Xmas Fair such a success.

He informed the meeting that LPC had produced a calendar for 2012 & some were still available to purchase.

Members agreed a period of adjournment for public participation.

164/11 Parking & road safety issues on Hill Brow Road

PC Andy Smith said that following the presentation by Liss Junior School Council to LPC in June he had been monitoring the road safety & parking issues around the schools. He had some concerns over the road layouts that he felt had inadequate warning markings. He reported that there had been 3 injury accidents & 6 non-injury accidents on Hill Brow Road but these had been unrelated to school parking or movements. He was aware of some accidents within the school car park but these would not necessarily be reported.

He had met with the school Council & tasked them to reduce the number of parents parking by either walking to school or using the NCPF car park.

PC Smith said that his concerns were mainly on road safety issues & he produced pictures of measures taken outside the school in Greatham; he said that at Liss there were no advance warning signs or verge signs to alert drivers. It was his, & the school’s, opinion that it was necessary to warn drivers of the school hazard and his initial recommendation was for the introduction of signage.

Cllr Thomas said he saw continued evidence of parking on pavements outside the school. PC Smith replied that he had not witnessed any but it could be dealt with when it occurred.

Cllr Mann said that he was sure LPC would support PC Smith in his recommendations & suggested that it was discussed at the Highways Committee meeting on 23rd January & Members agreed.

District Councillor Clarke added that he had visited the schools in mid-morning but found no parking spaces; he concluded that school workers coming by car were contributing to problems.

165/11 Report from EHDC’s Countryside & Biodiversity officer on the management of The Riverside Railway Walk.

Mr Healey gave a PowerPoint presentation on proposals for the future management of the Riverside Railway Walk. He explained the history of management that had been done by EHDC in conjunction with LCR & LPC. The walk had achieved two conservation awards & renovation of the three main bridges had been completed.

There were now new challenges arising from climatic changes, biodiversity, health & safety matters as well as tree disease & all of these needed to be addressed. The exact needs varied between the differing compartments. The needs were to tackle management issues, prepare for future generation & improve the long-term experience of the area for residents.

Issues that created difficulties were rainfall & its destabilising effect on the river bank that caused tree falls with a resultant loss of wildlife habitat & a reduction of oxygenation.

The future plan included a felling of 10-15% of trees in years 1, 2 & 3; this included spindle specimens & dangerous trees. In year 5 there would be a review with a thinning operation & a replant of some species. It was intended to reduce the number of birch & plant more oaks & hazel coppice areas. This would open more areas to allow sunlight on to trees to improve the canopy & girth of trees. Also it was intended to manage ivy that restricted tree growth.

Cllr Wright asked if greater detail of the proposals would be given before action & if Hampshire Wildlife Trust had been consulted. Mr Healey replied that the management plan would be updated in consultation with LPC & LCR & that EHDC were consulting & further information would be provided.

Cllr Payne said that he was concerned that up to 50% of trees would be felled & wished to see a more balanced perspective.

At this point Members agreed that the public could make statements.

Mr Meader expressed concerns over the apparent urbanisation & he was fearful of future usage particularly by cycling groups.

Mr Harris said he wanted further details & had concerns over the degrading of the nature reserve.

Mr Deacon said it was countryside & should remain so; steps should also be taken to preserve the old railway.

The Chairman thanked Mr Healey for the presentation & requested that he keep LPC informed.

Cllr Halstead suggested that it would be beneficial to walk the site with Mr Healey to help understand the proposals more fully.

The Clerk suggested that Village Plan questionnaire results would help to understand the villagers’ wishes on the site.

It was then agreed that Mr Healey would find an available date in January to walk the site with councillors & that Mr Meander & Mr Harris be invited to attend.

166/11 Report of County Councillor

County Councillor Vaughan Clarke reported that HCC was well prepared for any cold weather emergencies with 15 days’ supply of salt in store. It was intended that a second store would be built during 2012. Spreader vehicles were all equipped with GPS making tracking & deployment easier. A delivery of additional grit bins was in process.

The HCC road improvement scheme would recommence in spring.

HCC had budgeted for cut backs of 8% (£45m) for 2012/13 & were now selling IT services to other Councils & the Police & this would generate £100m.

Cllr Budden said he had read that HCC had now abandoned solar power projects & asked if this sent the right message to residents. Cllr Clarke replied that HCC had not abandoned the project but were looking at new ways to achieve reductions of energy consumption.

167/11 Report of District Councillors

District Councillor Mrs Gray reported that the bin collection services had now largely overcome the teething problems.

EHDC had agreed the Joint Core Strategy & this would now go to the Secretary of State before the end of 2012.

The SDNPA housing report was aiming at a target of 50% affordable housing. The park had seven special qualities that were landscape, wildlife, tranquillity, unspoilt, new enterprises, heritage & communities.

Cllr Gray informed the meeting that Mrs Paren, Chairman of the SDNPA, had been listed in the 100 personalities of the year in the Independent.

District Councillor Mrs Logan reported that the CTCG meeting had received an update on local crime which reflected that Liss continued to be a low crime area.

168/11 Minutes of the meeting of 21st November

The minutes of the meeting held of 21st November, proposed by Cllr Mayo and seconded by Cllr Mann, with two amendments were approved unanimously.

The amendments were:

Minute 149/11, line six – replace the word June with July.

Minute 149/11, line nine – amend £2 to £2m.

169/11 – Matters Arising 

Precept 2012/13

Cllr Mayo reminded Members that details of the proposed precept had been circulated along with detailed budgets for 2012/13.

The Chairman said that the proposal was a precept in line with the 2011/12 figure but with an added £15 per band D dwelling towards the redevelopment of the West Liss pavilion.

Cllr Mayo, seconded by Cllr Mann proposed that Liss Parish council set a precept of £182510.00 for the 2012/13 year Members agreed unanimously.

Plans for St Saviour’s Church Hall

The Chairman reported that there had been a meeting with LPCC as decided at November council. It had proved useful & aided understanding of why the LPCC saw things the way they did & why they now had a different vision of how they delivered service to the community. LPC had now requested a meeting with LFRA to investigate any options available.

Cllr Payne reminded Members that LPC had been persuaded to support the planning application on the understanding that a community hall was included & asked if they would now be submitting a new application.

Terms of reference for the West Liss Pavilion Development Advisory Group

The proposed terms of reference had been circulated prior to the meeting.

The Clerk explained that he had received advice from HALC over chairmanship issues.

Cllr Mann said that the current chairman of the group had been doing a good job & he was content that he continues & Members agreed.

Cllr Payne asked for clarification on the numbers of committees for the project.

The Chairman explained that Full Council held responsibility for the final decisions, there had been a user group to assess requirements, and the Development Advisory Group would progress the project. The Buildings Committee had a watching brief & Council had delegated power to a group consisting of Council Chairman, Vice Chairman, Chairman of Finance & Cllr Budden to take financial & other decisions for the project in cases where urgent decisions were required.

Cllr Payne asked why the quorum for the advisory group was less than the four Members for making emergency decisions.

The Chairman said he felt that Cllrs Budden & Thomas were critical in meetings as well as Cllr Payne because of his long involvement in the project.

Cllr Wright asked in what circumstances the emergency decisions would arise. The Clerk said it was to cover incidents that needed an urgent decision where no time for Council or other meetings was possible. He said that the decisions would be subject to Standing Orders.

Cllr Wright asked if progress would be reported to Council.

Cllr Budden replied that reports would be made monthly to Council. He emphasized that this was a whole Council project & expressed disappointment that none of the new Members were in attendance. He urged all Members to come up with innovative fund raising schemes such as the one proposed by Cllr Mayo to recycle CDs & DVDs.

Cllr Payne asked what would happen if the four delegated Members made an incorrect decision. The Chairman replied that there were mechanisms in place & limits set by Council.

Cllr Budden added that if there were issues they would be referred to Council.

The Chairman said that a decision had been made today to appoint a contractor to prepare a demolition specification.

Cllr Payne said that was just such a contentious decision. The Chairman replied that there had only been one person opposing that & that was a non-Member. The Clerk added that nobody on Council had the technical expertise to draw up such a specification.

Cllr Payne felt that it was not a proper decision & the Chairman invited him to put any motion he felt was necessary.

Cllr Budden, seconded by Cllr Halstead then proposed that the following terms of reference be adopted for the West Liss Pavilion Development Advisory Committee:

The Committee was formed at Full Council meeting on 21st November 2011 – ref. Minute no. 160/11

Membership

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council, the Chairman of Finance, The chairman of Buildings ( who will chair the committee), Cllr Thomas (fundraising),  and Cllr. Payne. Co-opted member with no voting rights - Mr. G D Baker. Membership will be reviewed if there is any change in the above offices.

The quorum of the advisory committee will be four. The four will include Cllr Budden (Chairman of Buildings), Cllr Thomas (Fundraising), and at least one of Cllrs Linsley (Chairman of the Council), Cllr Logan (Vice Chairman of the Council), and Cllr. Mayo (chairman of Finance).

Terms of Reference

The prime objective of the committee is to progress the project

The advisory committee will consider the plans & drawings submitted by Febo Designs with a view to finalising them for presentation to Council for approval before submission for planning approval by EHDC/SDNPA.

In addition the advisory committee will be responsible for the overall administration & coordination of project once planning approval has been obtained subject to Council approval where required. 

Responsibilities will include:

1. Fundraising. All aspects including:

· Representation on behalf of LPC to funding bodies where required.

· Full accounting of all grants & donations received in liaison with LPC’s RFO.

· Receiving donations of construction materials.

2. Publicity.

3. Liaison with user groups.

4. The tendering process for appointment of contractors at any stage where required (e.g. demolition, project manager, construction company), & the recommendation to Council for approval of appointments.

5. Coordination with contractors & architects.

In all matters members of the advisory committee will ensure that the Clerk & the Assistant Clerk are fully informed & will request that third parties deal only through the office. All meetings to be minuted by the Clerk or the Assistant Clerk.

The motion was passed on a vote of 8 in favour with 1 abstention.

170/11 – Schedule of payments – Main Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the main account, proposed by Cllr Mann & seconded by Cllr Mayo, was approved:

	Chq. No.

		£


	 1741

	Charities - reimbursing cost of TSR equipment

	3150.00


	 1742

	T Pay - fuel collection

	52.50


	 1743

	Viking - stationery

	252.65


	 1744

	D Bain - tree surgery

	875.00


	 1745

	Beaver Tool Hire - diesel

	20.79


	 1746

	Community First - first aid course

	110.00


	 1747

	M Effenberg - Xmas decorations

	31.73


	 1748

	R Bowery - reimbursement staff Xmas gratuities

	125.00


	 1749

	Hants Playing Fields - subs 11/12

	40.00


	 1750

	U-Do DIY - grounds & Xmas costs

	32.63


	 1751

	Veolia - bins NCPF

	52.27


	 1752

	Viking - stationery/postages

	70.03


	 1753

	WGM - service of equipment for LCR

	279.86


	 1754

	Travis Perkins - grounds & RRW project

	549.96


	 1755

	Beaver Tool Hire - diesel

	21.84


	 1756

	Hants Pension Fund - Dec. Costs

	1288.11


	 1757

	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 9

	1622.52


	Trf

	Salaries - month 9

	4536.92


	DD

	BT - telephone account

	173.65


	DD

	AOL -Oct

	14.99


			13300.45



	
	
	
	
	


171/11 – Schedule of payments – Charities Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the charities account, proposed by Cllr Halstead & seconded by Cllr Logan, was approved:

	Chq No.

		£


	 830

	Gopak - table for West Liss pavilion

	121.01


	 831

	South East Water - Allotments & village hall

	402.43


	 832

	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd - bins West Liss Nov

	64.38


	 833

	Ampella - call out , village hall

	48.00


	 834

	U-Do DIY - hall maintenance supplies

	17.23


	 835

	Hants Pension Fund- Dec costs

	226.54


	 836

	Post Office Ltd - tax & NI month 9

	135.92


	Trf.

	Salaries - month 9

	861.10


	DD

	British Gas - village hall

	235.21


			2111.82



	
	
	
	
	


172/11 – Schedule of payments – Pavilion Development Account

The following schedule of payments drawn on the charities account, proposed by Cllr Mayo & seconded by Cllr Mann, was approved:

	Chq No.

		£


	 003

	Sequin Stone - collection boxes(balance)

	10.08


	 004

	Social Shopping - calendars

	287.00


	 005

	Cancelled

	0.00


			297.08



	
	
	
	
	


173/11 Correspondence

A schedule of the main correspondence received and the following agreed:

i. SDNPA grant towards the production of a walks leaflet. Members agreed to accept the terms of grant offer where the SDNPA would make a grant of £750 or 75% of production costs.

ii. Cllr Logan would attend the Hants Play Conference on 30th January if the content was relevant to LPC requirements.

iii. Cllr Mann reported that he had attended a LAFC meeting where LPC’s donation had been discussed & he confirmed that LAFC were aware of LPC’s existing indirect contributions.

174/11 Reports of the Buildings Committee meeting of 28th November 2011

The report of the Buildings Committee of 28th November, proposed by Cllr Payne & seconded by Cllr Logan, was unanimously approved.

Cllr Budden reviewed the minutes & said that costs for a structural survey of the cracks at the front of the hall were being sought. Revised costings on solar panel installation were awaited following the change in feedback tariffs.

At this point Members agreed an extension of the meeting by no more than 30 minutes.

175/11 Reports of the Grounds Committee meeting of 28th November 2011

The report of the Grounds Committee of 28th November, proposed by Cllr Budden & seconded by Cllr Logan, was unanimously approved.

At this point Cllr Payne left the meeting.

176/11 Reports of the Planning Committee meeting of 5th December 2011

The report of the Planning Committee of 5th December, proposed by Cllr Thomas & seconded by Cllr Wright, was unanimously approved.

Cllr Halstead reviewed the minutes. Cllr Logan reported that work at the Water Treatment Works were part of the approved application.

Cllr Mann reported that there were bricks being stored in a field on Rake Road near Duckmead Lane.

177/11 Reports from outside bodies

Cllr Mayo reported that the Rake Village Hall committee had not yet found a caretaker.

Cllr Budden reported that the Liss Friendship Fund had requests coming in & also held stocks from harvest Festival collections.

Cllr Halstead reported on the EHAPTC meeting of 30th November; there had been a presentation by Chief Inspector Fulton who had given assurance that budget cuts would not affect frontline services.

Cllr Logan reported that she had now been appointed as a trustee of the George Street Trust.

The Chairman reminded Members that LPC had two applications being put to the EHDC Community Forum on 3rd January & urged them to attend in support.

The Chairman wished all Members & public a merry Xmas and closed the meeting at 21.51hrs.

Next meeting:  Monday 16th January 2012, 19.30hrs

6

