LISS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 9th March 2009.

MEMBERS

*Mr G Baker, Mr J Duckham, *Mrs S Halstead (Chairman), *Mr H Linsley, *Mrs G Logan, Mr L Mann, *Mr B Mayo,                          *Mr  J Milman, *Mr R Mullenger, & Mr P Payne.

*Present

Apologies: Cllrs  Duckham, Mann & P Payne.
In attendance: Two members of the public.

P11/09 Declarations of interest

Cllr Logan made the following declaration:  “ Please note that as I may be involved in the consideration of these matters when they come before the District Council that, although I intend to participate in the discussions on each item, I do not intend to vote and I will be reserving my position until I hear the full debate at the District Council’s Planning Meeting”.  

P11/09 Matters arising from the meeting of 9th February & other items

EHDC Open Space Survey – The matter was ongoing &  the Chairman & the Clerk would prepare comments to submit to EHDC.

29764/006 – 112 Station Road – There had been an EHDC site visit on 20th February & Cllr Logan informed the meeting that the application had subsequently been approved at committee with amendments to some fence heights in the parking area, removal of some proposed fencing & a replacement tree conditioned.

EHDC – notice of changes to planning appeal procedures  – The notice had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.

P12/09 Planning Applications:

31166/010 – Cumbers, 31 Andlers Ash Road – Conversion of studio to separate dwelling.

The Chairman introduced the application; Members then agreed an adjournment to receive comments from Mr Ellis, the applicant’s agent, & Mrs Effenberg, Chairman of the Village Design Group.

The meeting was then reconvened.

After discussion a vote was taken & a unanimous decision was made to object to the application. Cllr Logan took no part in the discussion or vote.

Decision: Objection. LPC consider that this application outside of the settlement policy boundary is contrary to policy GS3 that seeks to protect the character of the countryside.
LPC does not consider that the application has been adequately tested against the criteria of policy C14 “Conversion of buildings in the countryside”. While accepting that the location of the building precludes possible community or large commercial use, LPC remains of the view that other small scale uses, such as office, design studio or local tourist facilities, as described in C14 would be more appropriate & by remaining ancillary to the main dwelling could enable more effective control of traffic than conversion to a separate dwelling. The Planning Statement says at para 5.3 that no market testing has been undertaken. LPC notes that a recent nearby application has provided evidence of a need for holiday let accommodation in the area.

LPC feels that the proposal does not fit policy H7 which it believes is intended for the subdivision of large houses rather than the separation of an ancillary building which in this case is disconnected from the main dwelling with other independently owned properties in between.
LPC are also questions the adequacy of the area of curtilage around the studio.

20507/011 – Field View, Farnham Road – Outline replacement 60 bed care home & 10-15 associated less dependent units.

Detached dwelling to rear with access from Sherwood Close.

The Chairman introduced the application; Members then agreed an adjourn to receive comments from Mrs Effenberg, Chairman of the Village Design Group.

The meeting was then reconvened.

Decision: Objection. Liss Parish Council consider the scale & mass of this proposal in the AONB to be unacceptable. This revised application does not address the critical issues raised in the first application with scant regard being taken of the Liss Village Design Statement or the Liss Landscape Character Assessment as requested. The applicants have not taken note of the “hidden village” that is such a valued concept.
It is felt that the proposal, at three storey level, would have a serious adverse impact on the important views from the Hangars of the wider AONB landscape across the Rother Valley and the high quality countryside views along the A3 trunk road corridor, which policy C1 para 3.26 seeks to protect.

Although this is only an outline proposal it raises major concerns over the adequacy of the infrastructure, highways implications, parking & access etc. to meet the proposed scale of the operation.

LPC expresses it’s full support of the objection to be submitted by Liss Village Design Group.

51092 – Land adjoining 142 Andlers Ash Road – One pair of semi-detached houses.

Decision: Objection. LPC consider the application to be an overdevelopment of the plot that would be to the detriment of the character of the adjoining terrace of cottages. It will also have an adverse effect on the owners of no. 142 through loss of light. There are some concerns over the adequacy of the proposed parking provisions & manoeuvring space.
P13/09 The following other matters were discussed:

	Notice of refusal
	

	50668/001
	30 Syers Road
	Single storey dwelling to rear fronting Shotterfield Terrace.

	33514/013
	Lyss Place, Hawkley Road
	Retention of floodlights to menage.

	50716/002
	109 Forest Road
	Detached dwelling to rear with access from Sherwood Close.


	Notices of permission/consent
	

	21995/039
	East Hill House, East Hill Drive
	Alterations to path, resurfacing of grassed area with

	
	
	shingle & provision of entrance gates.

	Tree pruning/felling applications (referred to tree warden)

	36777/003
	5 Little Barn Place
	Fell one cypress tree. - Objection

	34652/003
	16 Highfield gardens
	Fell one beech, prune one beech. - Objection

	51642
	Bridge Meadows, Liss
	Fell 3 ash, 2 horse chestnuts & hollies, coppice

	
	
	hazel & prune 1 silver birch & 1 horse chestnut.

	
	
	It was understood that a revised application was

	
	
	to be submitted.

	Tree pruning consent
	

	51558
	14 Bishearne Gardens
	Prune one plane tree.


P14/09 Other business

Cllr Linsley raised concerns over the insufficient number of copies of the local plan. It was agreed that the Clerk would see if EHDC could supply further copies on CD & in hard copy.

Next Meeting: Monday 6th April, 2009.

