LISS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 11th October, 2010.

MEMBERS

*Cllr J Duckham, *Cllr S Halstead (Chairman), *Cllr K Budden, *Cllr H Linsley, *Cllr G Logan, *Cllr N McInnes, Cllr L Mann, Cllr B Mayo, Cllr R Mullenger, Cllr P Payne & Cllr A Wright.

*Present

Apologies: Cllrs Mann, Mayo, Mullenger, Payne & Wright.

In attendance: Mrs M Effenberg of Liss VDG.

The Chairman welcomed Cllr McInnes to his first meeting of the Planning Committee.

P56/10 Declarations of interest

Cllrs Halstead & Duckham declared personal interests in application 52961 arising from their friendships with the applicant.

Cllr Logan made the following declaration:  “ Please note that as I may be involved in the consideration of these matters when they come before the District Council that, although I intend to participate in the discussions on each item, I do not intend to vote and I will be reserving my position until I hear the full debate at the District Council’s Planning Meeting”.  

P57/10 Matters arising from the meeting of 13th September & other items

LPC complaint to the Planning Inspectorate  – A response to the letter of complaint over the Fieldview appeal decision had not yet been received; however D Hinds MP had responded to a copy of the letter stating that he would take up the matter with chief executive of the Planning Inspectorate.

38996/008 – Quarry Farm. A letter had been received from EHDC informing that the court hearing on the non-compliance case had been adjourned until 5th November.

Inwood Road Reserve Site – It was noted that a letter of comment on the initial site layout proposals had been sent to Radian Group & copied to EHDC’s planning department.

EHDC development Policy Panel – Cllr Wright had attended the meeting on 23rd September & had circulated comments on the LDF Core Strategy Preferred Policies to Members. The process was stalled until the passing of the Govt. Localisation Bill.

P58/10 Planning Applications:

25000/019(LBC), 25000/020(Advertising Consent) & 25000/021(Full Planning) – The Spread Eagle, Farnham Road – New signage with new external lighting, replacement & repairs to various existing windows & doors. New raised lettering to front elevation, 2 new swing signs & 2 new removable amenity boards.

 The Chairman outlined the details of the applications. Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments from Mrs Effenberg of the VDG.

Mrs Effenberg said that VDG objected to the proposals; the fencing was inappropriate & railings were preferred, the shutters should be retained, there was a need for planting in front of the unsightly plywood at the front of the decking.

The meeting was then reconvened.

Decision:   Objection. 

LPC consider that the proposed fencing to the front is overpowering & detracts significantly from the character of this Listed Building in the Conservation Area. It is felt that a post & rail type fence would be more appropriate in this rural setting.

LPC feel that the cartoon style of swing sign is totally inappropriate & also questions the number of swing signs required. There is also some uncertainty over the exact use & positioning of the removable amenity boards.

LPC feel that the proposal would be over lit & suggests that a reduction of the number of downlighters would be more appropriate in this rural setting.

There is a need to soften the frontage of the building & this could be achieved by sensitive planting to the front of the decked area. The previous application drawings indicated there would be planting but this was never carried out & deemed unenforceable; as a result the decking looks unfinished & detracts significantly from the character of the listed building & Plestor which are important features at the centre of the West Liss Conservation Area. This omission must be rectified through this application.

LPC regret the removal of the window shutters on this Listed Building. 

LPC feel that it is critical that any alterations should preserve & enhance the character of this key building in the Conservation Area.

20690/008  – Liss House, Station Road – Removal of condition 10 & variation of condition 11 on planning application 20690/005 – details of parking signage & variation of plan numbers to change layout.

The Chairman outlined the details of the applications. Members then agreed a period of adjournment to receive comments from Mrs Effenberg of the VDG.

Mrs Effenberg said that VDG objected to the proposals; the revised windows to the rear were too large, the roofline was now higher than adjoining properties, VDG objected to the removal of the false chimneys, there were no apparent central heating outlets. The applicant had ignored the Village Design statement.

The meeting was then reconvened.

Decision:  Strong objection.

LPC disagree strongly with the applicant as these amendments change the scheme significantly.

The proposed increase to the ridge height & the hip have reinstated all the main objections LPC had to application 20269/005 concerning the creation of a tunnel effect by the flank wall.

LPC also object to the revised window proposal for the rear of the housing & feel that these are far too large. LPC regret the removal of the false chimneys from the scheme.

LPC need to be assured that base levels have been reduced as per application 20269/005.

The applicant appears not to have had any regard to the Village Design Statement & its desired design character for development in Liss.

LPC remain of the view that two houses & a low level bungalow would provide a better design solution.

33749/003 – Oak Cottage, 52 Forest Road – Two storey extension to side.

Decision: No objection.

52938 – Land to the east of The Dormers, Rake Road – Certificate of existing lawful development & repair of buildings.

Decision:  No objection providing that the application is conditioned that there is no future change of use.

51825/002 – land to the north of Heath Lodge, St Patrick’s lane – Change of use of land to equestrian & retention of stable & tack room.

Decision: No objection; however, LPC regret the proliferation of buildings in the countryside & request that the application be conditioned so that it cannot be expanded or for commercial use.

LPC also suggest that a condition requiring removal of the buildings when the current use ceases.

52940  – 11 Bishearne Gardens – Single storey extension to rear/side.

Decision:  No objection.

24063/002  – Bramblings, Hill Side Lane – Attached double garage following demolition of existing.

Decision:  No objection.  

38996/017  – Quarry Farm, Rake Road – Retention of mobile home for use by agricultural worker for a period of 3 years & detached stable block.

Decision: Strong Objection:  The proposal will be an unacceptable intrusion in the SDNP  landscape, contrary to Policies GS3, HE1, C1 and H14 of the EHDC Local Plan 2nd Review for which there is insufficient evidence for or sound justification of an agricultural need for the retention of the mobile home; much of the supporting evidence is third hand & not relevant to the application.

52961  – 145 Andlers Ash Road – Single storey extension to front/side & new dormer window on first floor to side.

Cllr Linsley took the Chair for this item as the Chairman & Cllr Duckham  had declared personal interests in this application.

Decision:  No objection in principle; however, LPC request that the application be conditioned that the extension remains ancillary to the main dwelling. LPC also regret the poor design quality of the proposal.  

P59/10 The following other matters were discussed:

	Notices of permission/consent
	

	29938/001
	Winterbourne, Farther Common lane
	Domestic outbuilding.

	52303/001
	Roundabout at junction of Farnham
	Display of 2 signs on roundabout.

	
	& Andlers Ash Roads
	

	30699/001
	63 Mint Road
	Dormer window to rear.

	37204/001
	Tallowood, London road
	Three new windows & light tunnel.

	31233/010
	170 Forest Road
	Renewal of extant permission for 2 dwellings.

	50429/003
	Longbarrow barn, Farnham Road
	Retention of velux windows.

	Tree applications - referred to tree warden
	

	52315
	24 Upper Mount
	Fell 1 japonica.

	Tree application decisions approved
	

	32022/003
	1 Summerfield Terrace
	Fell 1 tulip tree, prune 1 apple.

	Hedgerow Regulation application
	

	
	Flexcombe Farm
	Removal of 141m of hedge. No objection.


P60/10 Other business

Cllr Linsley said that a letter of concern about overhanging trees had been received from a resident of Old School Road. The Clerk had responded explaining that LPC had no liability to remove healthy trees.

The Chairman informed the meeting that the South Downs National Park authority were developing a scheme to work with Petersfield, Lewes & Midhurst, to examine how they could be developed & enhanced as hubs of the park. She suggested that Liss, as a larger settlement as well as a hub,  could benefit from such a scheme & suggested that Council be requested to approve the invitation to SDNPA to come to discuss the matter with Liss & Members agreed this proposal.

Next Meeting: Monday 8th November, 2010.

