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LISS PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The Annual Meeting of Liss Parish Council took place at 7pm on 16th May 2022 in the Village Hall 

 

Members 

*Mr K. Budden (Chair), *Mr R Baker, *Mrs S. Baldwin,  

*Mr P. Deacon, *Mr R. Hargreaves, *Mr D. Jerrard, *Mr H. Linsley, 

*Mrs L McDonald, *Mr A. Smith, *Miss K. Tordoff, *Mrs C. Williams and *Mr N. Wilson 

 

* Present, in addition to County Cllr Oppenheimer 

Clerk: S. Smith 

 

187/22 Election of Chair 

Resolved: Cllr Budden, proposed by Cllr Wilson and seconded by Cllr Williams, was unanimously 

elected as Chairman for the ensuing Council year. 

Cllr Budden signed the acceptance of office form. 

 

188/22 Election of Vice Chair 

Resolved: Cllr Wilson, proposed by Cllr Williams and seconded by Cllr Smith, was unanimously 

elected as Vice-Chair for the ensuing Council year. 

 

189/22 Apologies  

There were no apologies. 

 

190/22 Declarations of interests 

There were no declarations of interests.  

 

191/22 Chair’s announcements 

The Chair highlighted the following: 

i. That the councillor vacancy was being advertised with a deadline of 30th May. 

ii. Pleased to report that Katrina Burns started in post 19th April as Project and Community 

Engagement Officer. She is working on the Mill Road Community Garden Project 

amongst other things. 

iii. Pleased to be able to note some progress (including against Action Plan commitments) 

currently underway - Millennium Mosaic renovation has commenced (Members 

expressed their thanks to those involved including the contractor and the Scouts), the 

replacement basketball with added kick wall is to be installed at Newman Collard at the 

end of the month and works on the new play area at West Liss are to commence in the 

summer. 

iv. A message of thanks was extended to Rev Chris Williams and his wife Bernie, who are 

leaving the village, for all they have contributed to Crossover and Liss life in general. 

LPC wishes them well in Florence, Italy, where Rev Chris will be Chaplin to St. Mark’s 

Anglican Church. The Chair noted it could be some 6-12 months before a new rector 

would be in place. 

 

Cllr McDonald joined the meeting during the Chair’s announcements. 

 

192/22 Adjournment for public participation 

There were no Members of the public present, so no adjournment of the meeting was required. 
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193/22 Update from the County Councillor 

Cllr Oppenheimer had submitted a written report (Annex A).  
In addition, Cllr Oppenheimer advised that as part of a reshuffle he would be moving on from his 

Highways portfolio to become Executive Member for Recreation, Heritage and Rural Affairs with 

effect from 19th May 2022. 

Cllr Wilson welcomed Cllr Oppenheimer’s involvement in the area of recreation going forward. 

Cllr Wilson invited Cllr Oppenheimer to come along to any of the Facilities Committee meetings 

and undertook to share the Recreation Strategy summary with him. 

Cllr McDonald enquired about any additional staff increase at HCC to manage the workload 

involved in carrying out DBS checks for sponsors under the Homes for Ukraine scheme.  

Cllr Oppenheimer advised that the workload had been managed by redeployment rather than taking 

on additional staff. 

 

194/22 Update from the District Councillors 

Cllr Budden advised that there was little to report due to the purdah period. He noted that the 

decoupling from Havant was still proceeding. Modifications were being made for new EHDC 

premises in Bedford Road which would likely be occupied from the Autumn. The options for ‘sub 

offices’, possibly Whitehill and Bordon, Alton and Horndean were still being considered – more 

information would follow at the next meeting. 

Cllr Budden noted his disappointment that the collection of green waste bins had still not caught up 

and noted that the delay in the collection was due to staff shortages. Cllr Budden would pursue with 

the portfolio holder the following day if the collections had still not taken place. 

Cllr Smith enquired about the missed glass collection the previous week. 

Cllr Budden advised that the glass collection had been temporarily suspended to allow the other 

collections to continue in full. He noted the difficulty in filling refuse collection vacancies. 

Cllr Budden also noted that the Petersfield Post which had suggested that the police were forced out 

of EHDC premises was inaccurate as the police had been offered the opportunity to move to the 

new premises with EHDC but had declined. 

Cllr Jerrard noted the implications of escorting detainees into custody for tackling crime and 

disorder given that the nearest custody cells were in Basingstoke.  

 

195/22 Appointments to committees 

Resolved: That appointments to committees be approved as at Annex B (proposed by Cllr Linsley 

and seconded by Cllr McDonald with all in favour). 

 

Clerk’s Note: Staff Committee appointments will be updated once chairs of Facilities and Finance 

Committees have been appointed as they are ex officio Members. Committee chairs will also be 

added once appointed at the first meeting of each committee. 

 

196/22 Appointments of representatives to outside bodies and champions 

Members extended their thanks to those stepping down from appointments for their input, in 

particular to Cllr Linsley for his long service to the NCPFT. Members also extended their thanks to 

those non-councillors who carried out roles, in particular to Sue Halstead for her valuable input to 

the Planning Committee. 

 

Resolved: That appointments of representatives to outside bodies and champions be approved as at 

Annex B (proposed by Cllr Linsley and seconded by Cllr McDonald with all in favour). 

 

197/22 Minutes of the meetings of Council of 21st March 2022 

Resolved: That the minutes of the meetings of Council of 21st March 2022 be approved as an 

accurate record (proposed by Cllr McDonald and seconded by Cllr Wilson with all in favour). 

 

 

198/22 Matters arising 

168/22: Cllr Wilson noted that he was delighted that former Cllr Jenny Bennett had been able to 

stay in the village and had agreed to remain on the LPC communications list in her role of admin to 
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the Liss and Surrounding Villages Facebook page. 

183/22: Cllr Wilson advised that advance notice of the pump track installation over the Jubilee 

weekend would be given to local residents overlooking the West Liss Recreation Ground. 

183/22: Cllrs Budden and Wilson had not yet been able to meet with the Longmoor police team 

leader to pursue reinstatement of the flow of crime statistics. Cllr Budden advised that he had done 

so in his EHDC capacity and was advised that the police contingent in the district was down (2 

police officers and 3 PCSOs) but that a bid had been made for more officers.  

Cllr Wilson added that the view of the PCSO was that crime statistics for Liss were low, but noted 

that it would be good to have the figures to back this up. 

Cllr Budden undertook to chase this up. He added that the figures for rape appeared 

disproportionately high but this was due to incidents of underage sex being included in the rape 

statistics (approximately 6 in 6 months in Liss). 

183/22: Cllr Budden advised that an informal meeting consisting principally of committee chairs 

would be convened to focus on delivery of Action Plan commitments. The Clerk would arrange in 

due course. 

 

Cllr Russell Oppenheimer left the meeting at this point. 

 

199/22 RFO’s reports on payments and receipts for the period 10th March 2022 to 11th May 

2022 

Resolved: That the receipts and payments reported in the Responsible Finance Officer’s Report for 

the period 10th March 2022 to 11th May 2022 be approved (proposed by Cllr Williams and seconded 

by Cllr Hargreaves with all in favour). 

 

200/22 Reports of Committees 

Members noted the reports of the following committees: 

i. Planning Committee of 11th April and 9th May 2022; 

ii. Finance Committee of 4th April 2022; 

iii. Review Committee of 4th May 2022; 

iv. Facilities Committee of 28th March 2022. 

 

On Finance, Cllr Williams highlighted that the finances were on track and that the start time of the 

committee was now 7pm, in line with most other committees. 

 

On Review. Cllr McDonald added that no policies were agreed at that meeting as further work was 

required, e.g. it was hoped that the three GDPR related policies could be combined for simplicity. 

 

On Facilities, Cllr Wilson noted the following: 

Cllr Hargreaves was leading on a revised agreement between LPC and the NCPFT. This would 

likely take the form of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) setting out reciprocal 

responsibilities. Independent NC trustees would represent the Trust in discussions with LPC. Cllr 

Wilson had in his role as NC Trustee submitted an application for funding for a Project and Funding 

Officer to build executive capacity within the Trust. He also reported that the NC Trustee with 

responsibility for H&S was undertaking a risk assessment of the pond. Future issues for the Trust 

would include pathways and drainage as well as building a vision for the site.  

On visions for LPC recreation grounds (Facilities minutes 05 & 09/22 refer) the vision for Liss 

Forest would be developed in conjunction with the Liss Forest Residents Association and would 

include addressing drainage issues.  

The vision for West Liss would be developed in line with design principles based on a draft by Cllr 

Hargreaves. 

 

201/22 Funding and revised design for the West Liss Play Area 

Resolved: That Liss Parish Council approve the allocation of an additional £10,000 in CIL funding 

to bring the total of LPC match funding to replace the West Liss Play Area to £25,000 (proposed by 

Cllr Wilson and seconded by Cllr Smith with all in favour). 
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The Clerk highlighted that additional social seating would be included in the final design and 

members noted the importance of this in future development across the recreation ground and in 

reviewing existing provision. 

 

202/22 Tree Management Policy 

Resolved: That Liss Parish Council approve the new Tree Management Policy (proposed by Cllr 

Wilson and seconded by Cllr Linsley with all in favour), to be reviewed by the Review Committee 

in 2025 and then 5 yearly thereafter. 

 

203/22 Liss Parish Council Action Plan for 2022/23 
Members noted that there had been little feedback on the Action Plan and no changes as a result. 

Cllr Linsley requested that the Village Voice publication be reinstated and added to the action plan 

under community engagement for the benefit of those without access to social media. 

The Clerk highlighted that the office made use of the noticeboards to reach those without access to 

social media, e,g, there was a dedicated noticeboard for all Jubilee celebrations, as well as an 

agreement with the Post Office to disseminate LPC consultations in hard copy. 

Cllr Wilson noted that the Village Voice had been discussed at Council and not pursued due to 

logistics and workload, but that there had been an idea to have an annual mailshot. 

Cllr Hargreaves suggested an annual publication based around the Annual Report. 

The Clerk responded that this would be an enhancement of an action already in place to distribute 

the Annual Report around the village as a step towards meeting the Quality Status of the Local 

Council Award Scheme. 

Cllr Deacon suggested holding open days once or twice a year for councillors to communicate with 

parishioners. 

Cllr Budden added that reconsideration to including advertisements in any publication could be 

considered in order to fund it. 

It was agreed that the new Project and Community Engagement Officer should be tasked with 

considering and presenting to Council on the issue. 

 

Resolved: That Liss Parish Council approve the Action Plan at Annex C following the period of 

public consultation (proposed by Cllr Budden and seconded by Cllr Wilson with all in favour). 

 

204/22 Revised Liss Parish Council Grants Policy 

Resolved: That the revised Liss Parish Council Grants Policy be approved, subject to the following 

minor amendments: 

a) 2.4 Amend ‘included’ to ‘disclosed’. 

b) Appendix A – Reference to ‘Grants Procedure’ to read ‘Grants Policy and Procedure’. 

c) Appendix A - Delete text after ‘Who will benefit from the grant and how many of these will 

be Liss Parish residents?’. 

The policy was proposed by Cllr McDonald and seconded by Cllr Baldwin and with all in favour. 

 

205/22 Guidance on bids for use of Parish Council CIL funding. 

Cllr Hargreaves introduced the paper and noted that it would likely develop over time. The 

intention of the paper was to provide a framework for residents on how to access the funding.  

Cllr Wilson said that it would be important to avoid confusing residents as regards to two funding 

streams (grants and CIL). Cllrs Hargreaves and Williams agreed to look at this together. Subject to 

this, Members agreed this should be put on the website alongside the revised grants policy. 

Members thanked Cllr Hargreaves for his work on the paper. 

 

Resolved: That the guidance on bids for the use of Parish Council funding be approved (proposed 

by Cllr Hargreaves and seconded by Cllr Williams with one abstention by Cllr Linsley and all 

others in favour). 

 

206/22 Funding for reinstatement cost assessment for the Village Hall and Pavilion 

Members noted the importance of a full inspection for the initial survey rather than a desk-based 

exercise which might be more suitable for a subsequent assessment. 
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Resolved: That Liss Parish Council approves the allocation of up to £1,000 from General Reserves 

for reinstatement cost assessments for the Village Hall and Pavilion to ensure adequate insurance 

cover and Vospers (Chartered Surveyors and Valuers) be contracted to provide this service 

(proposed by Cllr Budden and seconded by Cllr Hargreaves and with all in favour). 

 

207/22 Application for re-accreditation of Foundation Status of the Local Council Award 

Scheme 

The Clerk noted her thanks to the Project Officer for her work in compiling the evidence to meet the 

requirements of the scheme. 

 

Resolved: That Liss Parish Council recognises its duties in relation to biodiversity and crime and 

disorder and that it meets the requirements for the Foundation Award as demonstrated by the 

evidence submitted (proposed by Cllr Budden and seconded by Cllr Wilson and with all in favour). 

 

208/22 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee preparations 

Cllr Williams presented the various activities planned for the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations over the 

long weekend of 2nd – 5th June. Volunteers were requested to represent LPC at each of the activities 

and for logistical support. 

Cllr Williams undertook to produce a table showing which cllrs had volunteered to include timings 

and any other relevant information. The Clerk would ensure name badges were available. 

 

Members expressed a vote of thanks to Chapplins, Alpha Graphics, Tescos and Hilliers for their 

financial support and to Karen Feeney at the Triangle and Cllrs Williams and Tordoff for all the 

work they had put into the preparations. 

 

209/22 Meeting extension 

Resolved: That the meeting be extended by a period of no more than 30 minutes (proposed by Cllr 

Budden and seconded by Cllr McDonald and with all in favour). 

 

210/22 Matters to report 

Cllr Smith introduced a document which was on the table entitled “Place Making: Liss, Summary 

of programme Timeline” which provided a high-level timetable of activities in relation to the 

village centre project. He advised that a meeting had taken place with Hampshire Services on 12th 

May and that there would be a role for Members at various stages and in advising residents. 

Cllr Jerrard advised that a further vacancy had arisen at the Coryton Alms Houses due to the death 

of a long-standing resident. A complete refurbishment would be required of the property. He also 

highlighted that there would also be a focus on updating the constitution of the charity. 

Cllr Deacon advised that the investigations into drainage issues at Newman Collard and Liss Forest 

recreation grounds continued. 

 

211/22 EXEMPT Session 

Resolved: That the following item be taken in Exempt Session due to the confidential nature of the 

business to be discussed (proposed by Cllr Budden and seconded by Cllr Linsley and with all in 

favour). 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 21.26 hrs. 

 

Next meeting:  Monday 27th June 2022, 7pm  

 

 

 

 

Signed:……………………………………………..Dated:………………………………………… 
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          ANNEX A 

 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 

TO 
ALL PARISH COUNCILS  

IN PETERSFIELD HANGERS 
 

3 MAY 2022 
 

Due to the local elections taking place in parts of Hampshire this week, the County 

Council has been in purdah throughout April. As a consequence the County has not 

made many significant announcements over the last month. 

 

1. Ukraine: Refugee Update  

 

The County Council continues to work with key local partners to enable support and 

assistance to Ukrainian refugees (guests) arriving in Hampshire under the Government’s 

Homes for Ukraine scheme. The focus remains on conducting home visits and ensuring 

key information is shared with guests and sponsors efficiently.  The total number of 

visas issued to Ukrainians in Hampshire is now 1,128.  

 

Visits to sponsors’ homes continue to be arranged and undertaken at pace across the 

county and these visits continued over the Easter and bank holiday periods. Disclosure 

and Barring Services (DBS) checks are undertaken by Hampshire County Council. These 

checks are required of all sponsors under the Homes for Ukraine scheme. Collaborative 

safeguarding processes have also been established between Hampshire County Council 

and Hampshire Constabulary in support of DBS requirements.  

 

Work is ongoing by Hampshire County Council and District and Borough authorities to 

develop local information for guests to complement the Government’s Welcome Pack 

for Ukrainians arriving in the UK.  On 25 April, ‘Ukraine Connections’ groups 

commenced in several Hampshire libraries. The sessions offer a welcoming space for 

Ukrainian guests to meet and find out more about library services, begin to meet others 

socially, and to find out more about life in their new, temporary home.  There is also 

now a welcome page for Ukrainian guests with helpful links at: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/ukraine/guests 

 

 

2. Street Lighting 

 

In my role as Executive Member for Highways at HCC I visited the SSE base at Port 

Solent last week. Maintenance for all of Hampshire’s 133,952 streetlights is undertaken 

from this depot. I would like to share some interesting facts which I learned during my 

visit as follows: 
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• Our contract partner for streetlighting is now called Enerveo. Last year SSE sold 

their infrastructure arm to a company called Aurelius which is a German investment 

company. The new company Enerveo will be moving out of the SSE base over the 

next year. They plan to seek a location in central Hampshire. 

 

• The streetlighting Private Finance Initiative (PFI) contract was signed in 2009 and 

commenced in 2010. It is a 25-year contract so we are coming up to the midway 

point later this year. The procurement process for the next contract term will need to 

commence in six years’ time in 2028. 

 

• All streetlights in Hampshire can be controlled remotely through the Mayflower 

system. This system employs a network of sub-masters around the county which all 

have SIMs and use the mobile network. These sub-masters then create a wireless 

network with nodes on other streetlights within 250 metres. 

 

• This flexibility has enabled us to respond to a variety of requests. In Winchester we 

have reversed part-night lighting at the University’s residential halls and in 

Basingstoke we have maintained night lighting to benefit a woman who is allergic to 

daylight and so can only leave her house at night. 

 

• Due to the increase in electricity prices, our energy budget at Hampshire has gone up 

from £3.3m to £7m over the last ten years. This is despite substantial reductions in 

energy usage. In 2009, streetlighting consumed 53 gigawatts; by 2021 that was down 

to 21 gigawatts which is a 61% reduction. This has primarily been achieved through 

LED replacements, dimming and part-night lighting. 

 

• In 2009 there were around 46,000 faults reported per year. There are now 

approximately 30,000 faults per year. The average repair time is 2.42 days. This repair 

performance makes Hampshire the fourth best county in the UK. 

 

• Heavy bunting and heavy festive lighting should not be placed on streetlights 

because it can damage the column integrity. Nothing should be tied at the top or 

bottom of the light because it might interfere with the operation of the light. Ladders 

should not be placed against the column. Permission must be sought for the hanging 

of any items such as the flashing speed limit reminder (SLR) signs. The email address 

to seek permission is hampshirepfi@enerveo.com 

 

3. Weed control trials 

 

HCC will be undertaking a trial of alternative methods of weed control this year. This 

follows local campaigning on glyphosate concerns. 

 

The trials are being based in the Petersfield area and will commence in May. Regular 

monitoring will then be undertaken over the following months, through to October. 
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The weed control methods to be used in the trials are as follows: 

 

➢ Acetic Acid 

➢ Pelargonic Acid 

➢ Hot Foam 

➢ Burning 

➢ Mechanical Removal 

➢ Electricity 

 

On conclusion of the trials a report will be produced comparing the effectiveness, cost 

and suitability of the various treatments for use on the wider highway network. The 

findings in the report will help determine the future approach to weed control. 

 

Environmental factors are a key concern but we must also be mindful that weeds can 

cause damage to the road infrastructure and they can also look very unsightly so they 

must be effectively controlled. 

 

 

RUSSELL OPPENHEIMER 
County Councillor for Petersfield Hangers 
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LISS PARISH COUNCIL - COMMITTEES AND OTHER APPOINTMENTS - 2022/23 ANNEX B

PROJECT REVIEW GROUP PLANNING FACILITIES FINANCE HIGHWAYS REVIEW STAFF

1 Keith Budden 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

2 Nick Wilson 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Richard Baker 1 1 1 1

4 Sheila Baldwin 1 1 1 1

6 Phil Deacon 1 1 1

7 Roger Hargreaves 1 1 1 1

8 Donald Jerrard 1

9 Howard Linsley 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

10 Liane McDonald 1 1 1 1

12 Andy Smith 1 1 1 1

Karen Tordoff 1 1 1

13 Clayre Williams 1 1 1 1

VACANT

Co-opted Member: 

Sue Halstead

TOTAL 13 10 9 8 6 10 7 4

Quorum 6 5 4 4 3 4 3 3

Clerked by Clerk Assistant Clerk Clerk RFO Assistant Clerk Ass. Clerk Clerk

Appointments to Outside Bodies

No. Required

3 NCPFT - Nick Wilson, Phil Deacon & Clayre Williams External Appointees

1 Triangle Community Association - Richard Baker Tree Consultant - Mark Welby

EHAPTC - All members entitled to attend.

3 Cllrs Coryton Alms Houses - Keith Budden, Howard Linsley & Don Jerrard Social Media Account Managers

1 Cllr Rake Village Hall - Richard Baker Facebook: Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Andy Smith.

2 Liss, Greatham & Hawkley Friendship Fund - Keith Budden & Sandra Berriman Twitter: Andy Smith

1 Liss Youth Fund - Liane McDonald. Instagram: Clerk & Andy Smith

1 Crossover Youth Centre - Liane McDonald Liss Nextdoor: Nick Wilson

1 George Street Trust - Maureen Keel

2 EHDC Community Forum - All members entitled to attend Champions

1 Longmoor Rural Community Partnership Meeting  - Howard Linsley Community engagement: Clayre Williams

1 Liss Forest Residents Association - Nick Wilson Environment and Climate Change: Karen Tordoff

1 Community Rail Partnership - Clayre Williams Link with local businesses: Karen Tordoff  
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 ANNEX C 

 
            

Liss Parish Council Action Plan for 2022/2023 

 

During the Council year 2022/23 Liss Parish Council will undertake the following actions:  

 

• Maintain, improve and promote the use of recreation grounds and facilities such as the 

Village Hall and Liss Pavilion. 

• Comment on all planning applications which fall within or impact on the Parish. 

• Represent the views and promote the interests of the parish of Liss, particularly in relation to 

East Hampshire District Council, the South Downs National Park Authority and Hampshire 

County Council. 

•  Engage with the community, including parishioners, local businesses, community groups 

and organisations in Liss, including by maintaining an up-to-date website and social media 

presence in the village, in line with the Community Engagement Policy. 

• Listen, investigate and respond to issues identified by the parish of Liss and, if appropriate, 

to signpost to the correct person/ organisation for resolution/ further progression. 

• Work with key local groups for the benefit of residents. 

• Deliver speedy and transparent decisions through full meetings of the Council, supported by 

appropriate committees and working groups. 

• Maintain good financial practices, ensuring transparency and value for money, building on 

the reporting capacity of the new finance software. 

• Identify and secure sources of funding to advance LPC priorities.  

• Promote training and induction and ongoing support for members of staff and councillors. 

• Maintain good governance, including adhering to relevant benchmarks to achieve Quality 

Status of the Local Council Award Scheme. 

 

Key projects for 2022/2023 include: 

 

• Covid-19: helping the village recover and learn from the experience of Covid-19, in 

consultation with the community, using our services and funding and through support to and 

from other organisations, such as the district and county councils and local voluntary groups. 

• Funding: Deciding priorities for the use of CIL funds allocated directly to Liss Parish 

Council, using extensive community engagement, and accessing other sources of investment. 

• Highways priorities:  

Delivering the village gateways project;  

Delivering the school zone proposals. 

• Facilities priorities:  

Delivery of the refurbished children’s play area at West Liss Recreation Ground; 

Complete the Mill Road Community Garden; 

Pursue options and funding for creating provision for teenagers and adults at West Liss 

Recreation Ground;  

Work with partner organisations and local residents to develop and implement a village 

wide strategy for recreational facilities. 

• Developing proposals for enhancement of the village centre with Hampshire County Council. 

• Exploring opportunities with local groups and organisations for enhancing the social welfare 

of the village. 
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• Liss Neighbourhood Plan: working with the SDNPA to set up arrangements for the 

implementation and monitoring.  

 

 

 
 


