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LISS PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held on 24
th

 June 2019, 7pm 

 

MEMBERS 

K. Budden   *D. Dodds   *R. Hargreaves   I. James   D. Jerrard   *H. Linsley   *A. Smith 

 

 

*Present, in addition to Brian Mayo 

Clerk: Sarah Smith 

 

01/F19 Election of Chairman 

Resolved: Cllr Dodds, proposed by Cllr Hargreaves & seconded by Cllr Linsley, was unanimously 

elected as Chairman for the ensuing Council year. 

The Chairman welcomed Members to the Facilities Committee, noting that the Buildings and Grounds 

Committee had been combined to form a single committee. 

 

02/F19 Apologies 

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Budden and James. 

 

03/F19 Declarations of Interests 

There were no declarations of interests at this time. 

 

04/F19 Committee Terms of Reference and Membership 

The Clerk advised that the Buildings and Grounds Committee Terms of Reference had been combined 

and a few changes had been made in the Membership section which amounted to tidying up rather than 

any substantive changes. 

Cllr Smith proposed an addition to the duties of the Committee to include a reference to developing and 

prioritising bids for funding. 

Resolved: That the proposed Terms of Reference for the Facilities Committee, including the addition 

relating to funding, submitted to Council for approval. 

The Chairman had proposed that former councillor Brian Mayo be co-opted to the committee and 

Members had indicated approval via e-mail. Members agreed that this would be appropriate for the 

coming forthcoming council year given Mr Mayo’s relevant experience. 

Resolved: That the Chairman seek formal agreement to appoint Brian Mayo to the Facilities 

Committee at the next meeting of Council. 

 

Brian Mayo joined the meeting at this point. 

 

05/F19 Minutes of the Buildings Committee and Grounds Committee meetings on 4
th

 March 2019 

Resolved: That the minutes of the Buildings Committee meeting of 4
th

 March 2019 be accepted as an 

accurate record of the meeting (proposed by Cllr Linsley and seconded by Cllr Dodds with all in 

favour).  

Resolved: That the minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting of 4
th

 March 2019 be accepted as an 

accurate record of the meeting (proposed by Cllr Linsley and seconded by Cllr Dodds with all in 

favour).   

The Chairman noted that all matters arising should come up during the course of the meeting. 

 

06/F19 Liss Pavilion 

i)Snagging list: The Chairman noted that the snagging list was being addressed by the contractor.  

Members agreed to return to the issue at the September meeting to consider any issues outstanding. It 

was likely that this would include wheelchair and pushchair access across the car park. 

ii) CCTV: The Chairman enquired as to whether the CCTV system had capacity to provide coverage of 

the field. The Clerk would investigate. 
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iii) Alarm system: Members agreed that the additional option of key holder monitoring should be added 

to the maintenance agreement for the sum of £165 p.a. 

iv) Systems: Members agreed to consider possible systems to improve operation and to assist with 

caretaking at a later time once various operation settling issues had been resolved. 

v) Health & Safety: The Chairman noted the need for a H&S Audit/ Risk Assessment. This would 

be undertaken shortly by the Clerk and Chairman. 

vi) Caretaking: The Chairman noted that the caretaking requirement had been assessed during the 

initial period of operation and that a Staff Committee would consider the way forward shortly. 

Members noted that the Chairman of Facilities Committee had an interest in considering caretaking 

requirements. 

 

07/F19 Village Hall 

i)Insurance update: The Clerk advised that two quotations had been received for the repair work 

required to the Village Hall following the incident. The case had now been passed to the Loss Adjuster 

for investigation. The Clerk would check whether access to the Village Hall would be further affected 

during the repair works. 

ii) General maintenance: The Clerk noted that a structural survey of the Village Hall would be 

advisable to establish structural integrity and any a programme of maintenance works required. 

Members agreed.  

The Clerk proposed that the necessary repainting of the Village Hall might be better timed to take place 

during the repair works following the incident as this would cause least disruption to users given that 

the RVS were currently making use of the Pavilion and also because several regular users do not  

operate during the summer holidays. Members agreed that this should be investigated. 

iii) Health & Safety: The Clerk noted that a further H&S audit of the Village Hall was due. This would 

be undertaken shortly by the Clerk and Chairman. 

iv) Kitchen locks: The Clerk advised that the Liss Model Railway Group (LMRG) had submitted a 

request to put new locks on the kitchen cupboards they currently occupy. The LMRG had proposed 

using the same mortise and tenon locks that the RVS had installed. Members agreed subject to a) the 

installation of the same mortise and tenon locks as the RVS and b) that a copy of any keys would be 

provided to LPC. Members agreed that this should also be requested of the RVS and any other users 

who hold keys to internal cupboards. 

 

08/F19 Groundsman’s Hut 

The Chairman noted that the Groundsman would start to move equipment required for maintenance of 

West Liss Recreation Ground to the Groundsman’s Store at the Pavilion. 

 

09/F19 Parish Office 

Cllr Hargreaves noted the outdated furniture. The Clerk advised that the only issue which may require 

attention was possibly a new desk for the Assistant Clerk. The Clerk would pursue the issue. 

 

10/F19 Newman Collard Recreation Ground 

i)Play equipment: The Chairman noted that the most recent play equipment reports did not contain any 

findings about ‘Low risk’. The Clerk advised that the Groundsman would work through the minor 

findings with a view to rectifying these where possible. 

The Clerk advised that although no issues had been identified in the play inspections, there had been 

four informal reports of incidents relating to the Track Rider. The Clerk confirmed that a report had 

been submitted to Kompan who were investigating. 

ii)Drainage: The Chairman advised that Southern Water had overseen clearance of extensive root mass 

from drainage pipes which had then been re-coated to avoid further root ingress. Initial feedback was 

that this had had a positive effect in reducing the water overflow from the manhole behind the car park 

which used to then run down the path to Hill Brow Road. A formal report of work undertaken was 

awaited from Southern Water. The separate issue of linking a surface water pipe to a Southern Water 

drain was to be explored to further improve surface water drainage at the site. 

iii) SLA Review: The NCPFT had requested a review of the Service Level Agreement between the 
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Trust and LPC which sets down responsibilities relating to the NCPF. The Clerk confirmed that she 

was awaiting dates for a meeting on the issue. 

iv) Dog fouling: Members were of aware of the continued problem relating to dog fouling despite the 

provision of dog poo bag dispensers. Members agreed to a) continue to make use of social media to 

improve the situation, b) to investigate whether the Triangle after school club might like to run the 

poster competition and c) to liaise with EHDC enforcement about prioritisation of resources. 

v) Vandalism: The Chairman noted that the football dug outs had been vandalised and one had had to 

be partially rebuilt by LAFC as a result. Anti-vandal paint had been used on the rooves to discourage 

people climbing onto them. 

vi) CCTV: The Chairman noted that the quotation on the table for CCTV at Newman Collard covered 

the play area only and not the football pitches. Members agreed that some exploratory talks with the 

Trust about possible extension of the proposed coverage to the pitches might be appropriate given the 

frequent issues involving the football dug outs. The Clerk proposed that a second quotation be sought 

from the company who had supplied the CCTV to the new Pavilion. 

Cllr Linsley declared a non-pecuniary interest at this point given his position as LPC appointee to the 

NCPFT. 

vii) Bins: A member of the public had requested a bin by the football dug outs. Members welcomed the 

feedback from the litter picker who advised that in his experience this would most likely be misused 

and would therefore not be appropriate. 

viii) Path from pond up towards NC pavilion: A member of the public had reported that the path had 

deteriorated. The Clerk would check the status of the path under the SLA. 

 

11/F19 West Liss Recreation Ground 

i)Play equipment: The Chairman advised that two items of equipment were of ‘Moderate’ risk due to 

timber rot (the balance beam and part of the activity trail). The Clerk advised that the Groundsman 

would remove the items in question. Given the longer-term aspirations to improve the play provision at 

West Liss, Members agreed not to replace these items. A sign would be put up accordingly. 

ii)Benches: Following two requests to install memorial benches, Members agreed that recycled plastic 

benches (the same as the one recently installed near the Pavilion) would be welcomed, subject to 

agreement on siting and appropriate fixing. 

 

12/F19 Liss Forest Recreation Ground 

i) Play equipment: The Chairman noted that the most recent play equipment reports did not contain any 

findings about ‘Low risk’. The Clerk advised that the Groundsman would work through the minor 

findings with a view to rectifying these where possible. 

ii) LFRA request to widen gate: Members noted the proposal submitted by the LFRA to widen the field 

gate to facilitate vehicular access for the Fun Day and to rebuild the pedestrian access following 

successful application for a DC grant (based on initial approval of LPC that such a project might be 

approved). Members expressed some concern that the work would be carried out by members of the 

LFRA rather than an approved contractor and agreed that a meeting with the LFRA to discuss further 

would be appropriate. The Clerk would arrange.   

 

13/F19 Riverside Walk 

Play equipment: The Chairman noted that the most recent play equipment reports did not contain any 

findings about ‘Low risk’. The Clerk advised that the Groundsman would work through the minor 

findings with a view to rectifying these where possible. 

 

14/F19 Allotments 

The Chairman noted that the second round of judging of the allotment competition would take place in 

July and added that standards of plots which had entered was very high this year. 

The Chairman noted that 9 of the 140 plots available were vacant which was relatively low and that the 

Assistant Clerk intended to write to plot holders who were not maintaining the plots to a reasonable 

standard. 

The Chairman noted that at the meeting of the last Grounds Committee Members had agreed that 
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investigation of use of an electronic booking system could be trialled for allotment renewals. The 

Assistant Clerk would be asked to explore this further. 

 

15/F19 Extension to meeting 

Resolved: That an extension to the meeting of no more than 30 minutes be approved (proposed by the 

Chairman, seconded by Cllr Hargreaves and with all in favour). 

 

16/F19 Tree maintenance 

The Chairman noted that a survey of all moderate and high risk trees was due in 2019. The Clerk 

advised that a date for the survey was awaited from the Tree Warden. 

 

17/F19 Projects 

The Chairman clarified that projects which were subject to external funding requests would be 

considered under this standing agenda item. Members agreed that the following projects should be 

pursued: 

i) West Liss Recreation Ground Play Equipment: The Chairman noted that, following a set of proposals 

for replacing and enhancing the play and leisure provision, an application had been submitted for CIL 

funding. The outcome of the CIL application would likely be known in the autumn. Members agreed 

that the recent EHDC communication about a 2m pot of S106 money should be explored to establish 

whether funds could be applied for to support this project. 

ii)Village Hall Toilet Refurbishment: The Chairman noted that, following initial quotations for 

refurbishment, an application had been submitted for CIL funding. The outcome of the CIL application 

would likely be known in the autumn. 

iii) Mosaic Restoration: Although Members acknowledged support for this project, it was noted that 

progress would be dependent on a volunteer coming forward to lead the work. Cllr Hargreaves had 

identified some organisations (inc. the Society for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings, The National 

Trust and English Heritage) who might be able to advise on the work required.  

iv) Lych Gate: The Chairman noted that, following a positive indication from SDNPA to fund the work 

required, the SDNPA had proposed some additional works. A further quote on this basis was awaited 

from the contractor identified. The Assistant Clerk would be asked to establish whether the SDNPA 

had appropriate contactors who could undertake the work. 

v) Drainage at NC: The Chairman noted that funds could be sought from s106 for the pipe diversion to 

improve surface water drainage should Southern Water agree to this course of action. Members agreed. 

 

18/F19 Any other business 

Repairs to bridge behind Rotherbank Farm Lane: The Chairman advised that this should be highlighted 

to EHDC as, although LPC installed the bridge, it was not thought that any long-term responsibility for 

its maintenance was undertaken. 

Cllr Smith raised the possibility of exploring a project for the Victorian restoration of the Village Hall. 

Members agreed that Cllr Smith should explore and report back to the Committee.  

Brian Mayo noted that he had been in discussions with Dorothy Collard about the possibility of a 

‘Men’s Shed’ in Liss and would be looking at possible locations following initial investigations as 

regards local interest. 

 

19/F19 EXEMPT Item 

Resolved: That the exempt minutes of the Grounds Committee meeting of 4
th

 March 2019 be accepted 

as an accurate record of the meeting (proposed by Cllr Linsley and seconded by Cllr Dodds with all in 

favour).   

 

The meeting closed at 21.26pm. 

 

Date of next meeting: 23
rd

 September 2019 at 7pm  

 

Signed……………………………….. Dated…………… 


