Annual Internal Audit Report 2022/23
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During the financial year ended 31 March 2023, this authorily's Internal auditor acting independently and on the basis

of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2022/23 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.

On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table, Set
out below are the objectives of internal contral and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a slandard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control ohjective

Not
covered®®

No®
A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expendilure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving ils objeclives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

v
D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against \/

the budget was regularly monilored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. )

F. Pelly cash payments were properly supported by receipls, all petty cash expendilure was approved \ ,\f__;
and VAT appropriately accounted for. - H,_Qw

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requiremenls were properly applied.

v

=

. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed lo the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2021/22, it met the
exemption criteria and correclly declared itself exempt. (If the authorily had a limited assurance /
review of ils 2021/22 AGAR lick "nol covered’)

L. The authorily published the required informalion on a websiteAvebpage up lo date at the lime of the s
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

v

. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. v
v

v

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulalions (during the 2022-23 AGAR period,

were public rights in relation to the 2021-22 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the websile and/or v
authorily approved minutes confirming the dales sef).
N. The aulhorily has complied with the publication requiremenls for 2021/22 AGAR /

(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Noles).

0. (For local councils only) Yes' | Nop [Nl appicabia)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met ils responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas idenlified by this authorily adequate conlrols existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried oul the internal audit
3lwlz2z I7|ozlrs 24losl2y TiM WGEHT EMT

Signature of person who -

carried outthe internal audit _C Date 1o IOS l Q’S

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the-implicatigns and action being taken to address any weakness in control
identified (add separate sheets if neaded),

**Note: If the response is 'nol cavered' please state when the mosl recent inlemal audit work was done in this area and when it is
nex! planned:; or, if coverage is nol required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheals if needed).
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Liss Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

(a)

(b)

3
(©)
(d)

(€)

The audit of accounts for Liss Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Liss
Parish Council on application to:

Sarah Smith

Clerk to Liss Parish Council

The Council Room, Village Hall

Liss, Hants. GU33 7LA

Or clerk-smith@lLissparishcouncil.gov.uk

Monday, Tuesday, Thursdays
10 am - 2 pm

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £3
for each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made:  Sarah Smith, Clerk to Liss Parish Council

Date of announcement: 29 September 2023

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 &
3 of the AGAR must be
published by 30 September.
This must include publication
on the smaller authority’s
website. The smaller authority
must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the
AGAR and external auditor
report must be publicly
available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the names, position
and address of the person to
whom local government
electors should apply to
inspect the AGAR,

(b) Insert the hours during
which the inspection rights
may be exercised.

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs.

(d) Insert the name and
position of person placing
the notice.

(e) Insert the date of placing of
the notice.




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23
We acknowledge as the members of;

Liss Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements' for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

Agraad

Yas No* ‘Yas'meana lhal this authorily:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
tha accounling statements.

prepared its accounling slalements In accordance
with the Accounls and Audit Regulations.

made proper arangements and accepted responsibility
for saleguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

2. We maintained an adequate system of Intemnal contral
Including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed ils effectiveness.

w

has only done what It has the lagal power to do and has
complied with Proper Praclices in doing s0.

We took all reasonable sleps 1o assure ourselves
that thera are no matlers of aclual or potential
non-compliance wilh laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority lo conduct its

business or manage ils finances.

4. We provided proper opportunily during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during tha year gave all persons interested the opportunily to
inspec! and ask questions aboul this authorily’s accounts,

(3,0

considared and documented the financial and other risks il
faces and deall with them properly.

. We camied out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriale sleps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective syslem of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

~

| responded to matters brought to ils aftention by internal and
& external audil.

disclosed averylhing it should have aboul ils business aclivity
during the year Including events taking place after the year

We tlook appropriale action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and external audit.

. We considered whether any liigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transaclions, occurring either

=]

SRS RS IS

during or after the year-end, have a financial Impact on end if relevant.
this authorily and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements. ;

9. (For local cauncils only) Trust funds including 2 0 AW has met all of its respansibilities where, as a body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, il is a sole managing trustee of a local
trustee we discharged our accountability | trust or lrusts.
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including |
financlal reporting and, if required, independent / !

|

examinalion or audit,

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved al a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

\¢@ ob1rpr3 / /
and recorded as minute reference: Chairman ;

| 673 (JFB S Clark @M"L‘JJL

www.lissparishcouncil,gov,uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Liss Parish Council

31 Klarch

2023
£

1, Balances brought

agree lo Lnaadying financial
Tota) balancas and resorvos at tho baglnning of the yoar

iopant 210,489 6681,939| 23 recortted fn tho finnclol racords. Vatuo must agroo fo
Box 7 of pravious yoar.
2. (+) Procept of Rates and Tolal amount of precepl (or for 1083 ratos and lavias)
evies 224,250 237,435| rocovod or racoivabla in the yoar, Excludo any grants
ricolvod,
3. (+) Total other recaipts Tolal Incoma or rocolpts 03 meordad in tha cashbook foss
442,951 110,239| the pracapt or ratosAavies rocoived (line 2). Includo any
grants rocoived.
4. (-) Staff cosls Tolal exponddura or paymonls mado lo % on behall
of afl employees. Includo gross salarios and vages,
66,932 113,895 ploy proyess. vicuss 00 \loyors pansion
/ , graluitios ond so POy
5. (-) Loan interescapilal Tolal axpondduro or payments of capital and inforest
repayments 27,478 27,478 mada dusing tho year on the autharity’s borrowings (i any).
6. {-) All other payments Tolal oxpondituro or payments 05 rdod In tha cash-
101,341 272,802| book loss staff costs (Tina 4) and foan intermstcapital
ropayments (ling 5).
7. (=) Balances camied Tolal balances and reserves af the end of the year. Must
forward 681,939 615,438 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short tem investmants 723,212 624,770] holdings and short lerm investments held o3 af 31 March -
To agree with bank reconclllation.
9. Total fixed assets plus 39% The valuo o all the property the authority owns = it is made
long lerm invastments 406,271 up of allifs fixed assels and long lerm Investments as al
and assels 31 March,

10. Total bomowings

454,004 438,452 from third parties (including PWLB).

The oulstanding capifal balance as at 31 March of all loans

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disciosura note ra Trust funds v The Council, as a body corporalo, acts as sole tustee and
(including charitabla) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assals,

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds &7 The figures in the accounting sfatements above do nof
(including charitablo) Includg pny Trust transactions.

I cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accaunting
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipls and payments
of Income and diture basis following the guid In
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —a
Practitioners’ Guide lo Proper Praclices and presen faldy
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsiblo Financlal Officor bofore belng
prosented to tho authorily for approval

Data ‘3"(‘_‘2’?

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this aulhority on this date:

\q/e)mo
as recorded In minute rTamnco:

|83 23D,

Signed by Chalrman of tha meejing where the Accounting
Stalemenls were appjoved
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section 3 FExternal Auditor’'s Report and Certificate 202223

In respect of Liss Parish Council

Reapective responsibilibes of the auditar and the aulhony

i it

Our responsibility as audilors lo complete a limited assurance review is set out by the Nalional Audit Office (NAO}. Alimited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does nol constitute an audit canied out in accordance vilh Intemational
Standards on Auditing {UK & freland) and bence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would,
The UK Government has determined that 2 lower level of assurance than that provided by a full atatutory audit ic appropriate
far thosa local public bodies with the lowest lsvels of spending,

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is respansible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Gevernance and
Accountability Returm in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance MNote 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO websile ~
hiips:/Awnanw.nao.org.ukicade-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors! .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequale and effective and that it has

a sound system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountahility Retum in
accordance with Proper Praciices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023, and

+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters thal are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor's limited assurance opmion 2022/273

[Excepl for the matters reportad below an the basis of our rzview of Sections 1 and 2 of (he Annual Govemance and Accauntability Return, in
L our ppinion the information in Sections 4 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practicas

!and no other mallers have come to our ztiantion giving cause for concern Lhat relavant lagislation and regulatory requiremants have not been
met
|

|
Other mallers not affecting our opinian which wa draw fo the allantion of the authority

i The AGAR was nat sccurataly complated befara submission far raview The AGAR had to be sent hael for sesendimant

External auditor certilicate 2022/23

We cerlify thal we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for
the vear ended 31 March 2023,

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP Soulthampton

Bouubiynud by

External Auditor Signalure 3 BDO LLP Date 27 September 2023
] FREZAF 30 2R AR
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